REPORT OF THE EXAMINATIONS BOARD (1991)

For the fourth successive year there was an increase,
albeit marginal, in the number of candidates entering for
the ASDC examinations. With only 6% of withdrawals
and absences (the lowest proportion on record), the total
number examined (127) was the highest number over the
past nine years. More than half of these were taking the
examination for the first time.

The examination was held at five centres in the UK
(Bradford, Leicester, London, Manchester and Notting-
ham) and at two overseas centres (Hong Kong and South
Africa). An analysis of the 1991 examination results is
given in Table 1.

With only 12% of examinees passing all the papers for
which they entered (compared with an average pass rate
over the last decade of 27%), the results were the poorest
onrecord. Thelast two years in particular have witnessed
a substantial decline in the overall examination perform-
ance, both in relation to the general pass rate and the
aggregate marks. A breakdown of the results in terms of
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Table 1

Number of candidates passing

in ail papers for which

they entered

Number

Taking Taking Taking completing
Total Number whole papersto partof  written
entries examined exam  complete exam exam
135 127 2(5%) 10{(22%) 3(7%) 12

Figures in parentheses refer to the percentage of candidates in each
group passing all the papers for which they entered.

the number of papers attempted and, at the same time,
taking account of the chronological status of candidates
within the four-year examination period, reveals weak-
nesses in each group: only two candidates passed all six
papers at one attempt, though a quarter of the unsuccess



ful candidates who attempted six papers failed just one
or two papers. However, well over half the candidates in
this group passed only two or fewer papers. Amongst
those taking papers with the intention of completing the
examination, an inordinate proportion (48%) failed all
the papers for which they entered. Given that most of
these candidates were coming up to or already on their
final attempt, it would have been expected that, dis-
counting any personal difficulty, they would have done
their utmost, at this advanced stage, to ensure that they
were at least in with a chance of success. The perform-
ance of candidates entering for only part of the examina-
tion was similarly poor, with 44% failing all the papers
they had elected to take. As was the case last year, failures
in general were not simply marginal, but were well short
of the pass mark,

Inspite of this, the average marks for Papers A, B, Eand
F were slightly higher than those for the corresponding
papers in 1990. On the other hand, there was a dramatic
decrease in the average marks for Papers D, G and
(especially) C which, taken together, have driven down
the collective numerical results to an unprecedented low.

The low marks attained in these three papers is re-
flected in the pass rates, with the greatest cause for
concern undoubtedly being the result in Paper C where,
outof the 72 candidates taking the paper, only three were
successful.

Twelve candidates fulfilled the written examination
requirements, and the Examinations Board wishes to
extend its congratulations to these successful candidates,
especially to Miss Siu-Wan Lau who, in addition to pass-
ing six papers at the first attempt, was awarded the
President’s Diploma of Honour by virtue of obtaining the
highest aggregate mark.

To those candidates who were unsuccessful, or who
may be completing or sitting the examination for the first
timein 1992, the board strongly advises that they read the
tollowing general comments of the examiners, together
with their more detailed comments on the responses to
individual questions, and use this information in their
preparation and rehearsal for the examination. The 1991
results are summarised in Table 2. (The examination
papers are printed in full on pages 172-174.)

Paper A

The overall standard was low. Many candidates did not
understand the basics of the subject. This was particu-
larly obvious with respect to question 1. In other ques-
tions it was often easier to pick up marks by simply
writing out textbook/lecture note material. The standard
of English was very low. It was often difficult to judge
whether a candidate had understood a particular point.
It may well be that a lack of understanding was the real
problem. It was rarely apparent that the candidate had
any practical experience of the subject. Such experience
is essential to a reasonable level of understanding and
could come from work experience or from knowledge
gained in laboratory classes in college.

Table 2

Successful
No. of Average Lowest Highest
Paper candidates No. % mark (%) mark (%) mark (%)
A 60 32 53 38 7 55
B 53 25 47 36 0 57
Cc 72 3 4 2 2 45
D 689 3t 45 37 19 58
E g5 38 40 36 18 60
F 28 11 39 32 4 72
G 38 21 55 40 24 56
Paper B
Section A

Candidates exhibited limitations similar to those of their
predecessors in recent years. The majority, with areason-
able grasp of the practical application of dyes to textiles,
needed more understanding of the origins of differences
in dye behaviour that can be explained in organic, struc-
tural terms. A minority, who did understand these fun-
damentals of dye structure, needed abroader knowledge
of practical dyeing processes, which could have been
obtained by reading and/or visiting a dyehouse or
printworks. All candidates needed to know more about
pigments and their application in order to attempt ques-
tions such as question 2 with more confidence.

A summary of the manufacture and uses of the various
types of surfactants is not always the stock answer to a
question on dyeing and printing auxiliaries. Candidates
need to have the ability to select items from their back-
ground knowledge to meet a specific set of criteria de-
fined in the question. They will only stay within those
criteria and stand a chance of securing full marks if they
read the question thoroughly and give only the informa-
tion specifically requested. If they do not know the cor-
rect answer, bluffing is not a valid substitute.

Section B

Once again, poor English and inability to write logical,
coherent answers were very common. In some cases, the
answers had departed so far from the topic that candi-
dates seemed to have forgotten what the question was.
Attempts at simple structural formutae indicated that, in
many cases, the basic knowledge of organic chemistry
was inadequate. Very few candidates attempting ques-
tions 10 and 11 had sufficient knowledge of either the
relevant technology or the underlying science.

Paper C

This was without doubt the poorest set of examination
scripts seen by the current examiner for this paper. The
overall standard was well below that required for the
award of a professional qualification, and any real under-
standing of the subject appeared to be beyond many of
the candidates. Too often the meaning of the questions

JSDC Vorume 108 Marca 1992 161




was misinterpreted, which was surprising as the major-
ity were on well established topics and all were clearly
expressed. The explanation for this very poor perform-
ance must surely restininadequate preparation, possibly
coupled with a poor understanding of the basic concepts.

Paper D
The overall result in this paper was very disappointing,.
In many instances those candidates who failed provided
good and, in some cases, excellent accounts of their
chosen specialist topics, but performed badly in the re-
maining two sections. Indeed one candidate, who pro-
duced an exemplary specialist topic, gaining an
unprecedented mark of 100%, failed the paper! Surely at
this level of examination it is not necessary to point out
that by concentrating preparation or examination time
on only one section of the paper, candidates are depriv-
ing themselves of at least two-thirds of the marks.
Without doubt, the most problematic part was section
C; the average mark in this section was only 27%, whilst
the pass rate was a mere 12%, both figures being the
lowest on record. The results are a sad reflection on the
extentof candidates’ more general knowledge and under-
standing of dyeing and printing technology. Results for
all three sections of the paper are summarised in Table 3.

Section A

A number of candidates gave well structured, compre-
hensive accounts, providing comparative information
and citing new developments in plant, processes, mat-
erials, etc. where appropriate. However, in many cases, it
was not possible to award good marks for the following
reasons: omission of information that was central to the
topic under discussion; failure to substantiate reasons for
selecting particular dye types, auxiliaries, equipment,
processing conditions, etc.; incomplete understanding of
the chosen topic; and a general failure to engage critically
with the available literature on the subject. Furthermore
several candidates tended to ignore modifications to
their originally proposed topic that had been agreed
between themselves and the Examinations Board.

Section B

The results in this section were generally poor with no
particutarly outstanding performances. Discussions of
the published papers were often badly structured and
failed to offer a critical analysis of the issues put forward
for evaluation. As has been stated on previous occasions,

Table 3

Marks (%)

Marks Passes
Section allocated (%)

Average
Highest Lowest mark (%)

A 25 N 100 20 58
B 25 60 8 37
c 50 58 0 27
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it is wholly permissible to bring one’s own views and
experiences into the discussion, provided that these are
considered with reference to the published information.
A number of candidates fell into the trap of identifying
one key phrase in the question and then writing every-
thing they knew about it, rather than focusing on the
particular wording of the question: for example, it is
important to recognise that ‘Explain why... means more
than simply ‘Describe...”.

Section C

In spite of the wide range of dyeing-related topics on
offer, at least half the candidates attempted questions on
topics about which they exhibited practically no know-
ledge and so gained few marks. Of those candidates with
apparently better knowledge, many produced reason-
able outline answers but failed to build on these with
examples and/or comparative discussion. There was a
surprising lack of knowledge of direct dyeing, pad-batch
techniques, the nature of high-bulk acrylic yarns and
cotton processing, especially mercerisation. Neverthe-
less, there were just a few quite good answers.

On the printing questions, this year’s candidates give
rise to two major causes of concern. Firstly their breadth
of knowledge and understanding of the topics was sadly
lacking, so that their responses were far below those
required for this level. Secondly many of the statements
made were factually incorrect or misleading. In most
cases candidates were ill prepared to take the examina-
tion and this factor needs urgently addressing if the pass
rate on these types of questions is to improve.

Paper E

The general quality remained mediocre. There were some
good answers to single questions, which often illumin-
ated an otherwise undistinguished script. In a paper of
this nature, candidates must look beyond the superficial
and try to answer questions in more depth. Candidates
continue to have great difficulty in expressing them-
selves, and their poor grammar, incorrect spelling and
punctuation is a disgrace. In many cases, those for whom
English is not their first language perform better in this
respect.

Paper F

Given a comprehensive study of one textbook, i.e. En-
gineering in textile coloration, students should perform
well. The high incidence of very low marks indicates
students simply have not studied. The examiner expects
a better standard of iltustration and students are recom-
mended to practice producing large, detailed drawings.
The use of simple drawing aids will assist.

Paper G

Most candidates failed to use examples to expand gen-
eral discussions and so answers were often too sketchy
and lacked depth. Essay answers should enable candid-
ates to develop their own specificareas of understanding,
such an ability was rarely seen in the answers submitted.



