The new Society president, Halifax-
born Stuart S Smith, has worked
within the textile coloration industry
for almost all of his life. Married with
two grown-up daughters, he is the
co-founder and managing director of
Roaches Engineering Ltd in
Staffordshire, one of the world's
principle suppliers of laboratory
dyeing and sample production
machinery.

Stuart began his career studying
dyeing, finishing and colour
chemistry part-time whilst working as
an apprentice dyer. After five years,
he completed an endersed HNC and
was also one of the first to receive the
newly introduced ASDC
qualification. Immediately following
this, he spent two years in Nationak
Service, eventually becoming the
small arms and ammunition disposal
officer for the Lincolnshire East and
West Riding regions.

On leaving the forces, Stuart
received several job offers in dyeing,
but chose to join Stevensons Dyers in
Ambergate as a dyers chemist. He
remembers, I joined Stevensons
because there seemed to be a wider
variety of practical opportunities.
They were one of the foremost
companies in the country and [ learnt
alot’

He found his previcus industrial
experience extremely advantageous,
and within twelve months was
promoted to works chemist. After a
further three years, he moved
sideways as a works production
manager, and subsequently as head of
quality control and technical services.
During this period, he also lectured in
textile chemistry part-time at the
Derby Technical College.

By this time, Stuart felt he was
ready for a change and was
appointed as Midlands sales
representative for Brighouse-based
Textile Dyestuffs and Chemicals.
Working mainly from home, success
brought him the additional regional
responsibilities of Lancashire and
Scotland, and printing chemical sales
for the UK.

He enjoyed this position, but

missed his earlier day-to-day on-site
involvement in the industry, and in the
early 1970s he moved again to become
sales director of chemicals and auxiliaries
at Dyeing Services Ltd in Leek.

It was here that he became involved in
the development of new concepts for
laboratory and sample dyeing machinery.
Seeing a market opportunity and armed
with several innovative ideas, Stuart
bought out the engineering department
of Dyeing Services with the help of his
wife, as accounts and export manager,
and colleague Len Geston, and Roaches
Engineering Ltd was born.

Any dyeing process involves controlled
agitation and heating. A major problem
with the sample dyeing machinery
available at that time was the use of a
high boiling point liquid, such as oil, asa
heating medium when temperatures
over 100°C were required. This could be
an unpleasant handling operation, and
also created fumes that were
environmentally undesirable and a
potential health hazard. Roaches’ first
project was to develop a laboratory
dyeing machine that would utilise a ‘dry’
heat system — the forerunner of today’s’
infra-red.

The first infra-red heating system was
introduced, but lacked versatility, and
after a year this was superseded by the
now famous ‘fluid-bed’ principal. The use
of fluid-bed was already well knownin
other fields, but had never been adapted

as the heat transfer medium for
laboratory dyeing machines. This
proved to be a success story, on the
back of which Roaches developed
into fields across the entire range of
laboratory and sample dyeing. The
prosperity of Roaches has afforded
Stuart a position on the executive
committee of the British Textile
Machinery Association (BTMA) for
the past ten years.

Stuart strongly believes that day-
release education while working is
the best method of industrial training,
and the majority of employees at
Roaches Engineering started this way.

A member of the Society for over
forty years, Stuart originally joined
the Huddersfield Region, but
changed to the Midlands upon
moving to Stevensons Dyers and has
stayed there ever since. His
committee life began in the late 1980s,
first serving on the Symposium and
Technical Meetings Panel, and
subsequently the Textbooks, Fastness
Tests and Technical Coordination
Committees, the latter of which he
chaired for two years. Following his
Fellowship in 1993, he is now looking
forward to a year as president. On his
new role, he says, ‘My ambition is ta
see the SDC progress further in
international markets. Life has taught
me that if you stick at something long
enough you actually win, and that is
what I am going to do/

He played hockey for Yorkshire
schools, Halifax and Derwent, is fond
of classical music, and has also been a
keen philatelist since the age of
twelve, but Stuart’s main
extracurricular passion is his garden.
Having moved 18 months ago from
Buxton to a small village in the very
heatt of the Peak District, he remarks,
‘Success in industry is very
demanding, and I find that I can go
into the garden and turn off.
However, although very proud of his
garden, he admits, ‘In truth, my wife
is the gardener and I am the creative
construction engineer!’
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