Redevelopment of Perkin

House

The first phase of the
redevelopment of the
Society’s Perkin House
headguarters, was completed
at the end of 1995. Sarah
Burge, curator of the
Society’s Colour Museum,
outlines what will happen
next.

The external walls
have been
stabilised and the
new supports are
being erected; the
crane is sitting in
the new storage
area, which is
below the atrium
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As members will now be aware during
1995 the back portion of Perkin House,
formerly tenanted, was substantially re-
developed to provide two floors of high-
quality lettable office space and a retail
unit on the ground floor totalling approx-
imately 15000 square feet, a new
storage area for Society products, a new
entrance for the Colour Museum and at
the very centre of the building, an atrium.

The enormity of this task only really
becomes apparent when one considers
that Perkin House is in a conservation
area, so the external walls had to be re-
tained. In effect the building was recon-

The atrium
immediately after
completion

structed from the inside out, as the
pictures below illustrate.

As redevelopment progressed it be-
came clear that the Society would not
easily be able to achieve all its aims as
quickly as it had hoped. The creation of a
Colour Centre for the delivery of high-
quality training courses to members of
the coloration industry was one such
project; others included improvements to
museum’s facilities. Alternative means of
achieving these aims were sought and
thcughts turned to the European Re-
gional Development Fund (ERDF) as an
additional source of funding. During the
summer months a grants working party,
consisting of representatives from the
Education, Museum and Technical Co-
ordination Committees, pius the honorary
treasurer, guantity surveyor and the chief
executive, prepared a grant application
which was submitted in October. Just
prior to Christmas the Society learnt that
its application for funding from ERDF had
been successful.

A grant of £392 000 was awarded
which will ailow: the atrium to be fully
equipped as a conference, exhibition and
training area; the new museum entrance
on Provident Street to be connected to
the galleries, the galleries to be re-
oriented and improvements to visitor
amenities made, especially those for the
disabled; and the Colour Centre to be
created.

The Colour Centre, incorporating a
fully equipped laboratory for training in
textile testing procedures and a lecture
rcom where demonstrations and experi-
mental work can be performed, will
extend the Society’s educational role,
both within the coloration industry and
amongst school children.

So 1996 sees Phase Il of Redevelop-
ment. A small working party, comprising
representatives from the honorary
officers, Museum and Technical Coordin-
ation Committees, the CEGS, the archi-
tect and the quantity surveyor, has been



One of the areas that
will be transformed
into the
Colour Centre

established to oversee the project. This
committee has met several times to
thrash out the details and time scale of
the project, which if all goes to plan will
be complete by the end of July.

In between the meetings of the
working party, the committees respon-
sible for the museum and the colour
centre have been formalising their plans.

Industrial Resources Commitiee,
which will be responsible for the Colour
Centre, has met to plan the first courses
which will be available in September
1996. Information on these courses,
which will lead to a Certificate of Com-
petence, has been sent to companies
involved in the textile coloration industry,
and suitable course leaders are being
recruited.

The Museum Development Sub-
committee has been busy drawing up

plans for the new
shop area in the
entrance and the re-
orientation of the
galleries.

The atrium has
already attracted at-
tention as a confer-
ence/exhibition/
training area, with two
bookings secured for
June. These bookings
illustrate perfectly the
range of activity that the atrium can
accommodate, as one is for a small
business meeting, whilst the other is for a
high profile conference being organised
by the DTI.

The message is: watch this space —
1996 is going to be as interesting as
1995!

Left New museum entrance
under construction

Below The finished museum
entrance which will house the shop
and admissions desk

Sarah Burge, who is acting as project
manager for the next stage of the
Perkin House development, can be
contacted at the Society's offices.
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