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The Adjacent Fabrics Subcommittee of the Society’s Fastness
Test Co-ordinating Committee has recently been reviewing
its procedures for controlling the quality of the single-fibre
and multifibre adjacent fabrics that are available through the
Society.

At present, to ensure that every batch is of consistent
quality, the staining characteristics and, where appropriate,
the wettability, fluidity, pH and FBA content of each new
delivery are checked. In the case of multifibre fabric these
checks are cartied out on the component yarns; the staining
characteristics of each component are then rechecked in the
woven fabric. Finally, before despatch to the purchaser the
fabric is visually inspected for physical flaws.

To improve quality with respect to staining properties, a
test method has been adopted that allows the use of a wide
range of dyes. This test has been devised especially for
monitoring the staining behaviour of adjacent fabrics in wash-
ing tests, although it may be used for some other wet-fastness
tests, When a new batch of material is under test as an
adjacent fabric, a sample of the standard reference material
is subjected to the same staining test at the same time.

The washing test is carried out using the adjacent fabric,

such as the multifibre fabric, without any dyed or printed
fabric being present. Instead a small amount of dye solution
is included in the liquor. The amount is adjusted to give a
staining of the standard adjacent fabric of about 3—4 on the
grey scale for assessing staining, whilst ensuring that there is
dye left in the test liquor at the end of the test.

The staining of the fabric under test as an adjacent fabric
is then compared with the staining of the standard reference
material. The staining properties of the fabric under test is
acceptable when the colour difference between the staining
of the standard and that of the adjacent fabric under test is
not greater than half a point on the same grey scale as above.

This test has been used satisfactorily for the quality control
of nylon and cotton, and its use could be extended to other
fibres. By using a combination of different types of dye, a
control procedure can be devised to assess 'the staining
behaviour of most or all of the components of the multifibre
simultaneously, although, as yet, each fibre in the multifibre
fabric is being separately tested by this procedure.

The Adjacent Fabrics Subcommittee is confident that the
above method of test will enable the Society to continue to
supply materials of uniform and consistently reliable quality.
Consequently, all current and future deliveries of multifibre
fabric supplied by the Society will be accompanied by a
guarantee that the fabric is from a batch of tested quality.
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