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This issue covers all aspects from 
our annual Day of Celebration in 
November, which was a resounding 
success. It was great to catch up with 
so many of you and we hope you 
enjoyed the awards ceremony, as 
well as the evening entertainment. 

Those who attended commented 
on the excellent work on display 
throughout the day, courtesy of our 
Global Colourist Award winner, Hannah 
Rampley, and bursary student Caroline 
Coyne, plus fascinating materials from 
the SDC archives were also on display. 

We’re always looking to make 
improvements to the event, year on 
year, whether that be the ceremony, 
evening meal or entertainment. 
Should you have any feedback, 
feel free to send it on to us ahead 
of our preparation for 2024. If you 
attended the Day of Celebration as 
an SDC member, you should have 
now received an email asking for 
feedback — with particular emphasis 
on the location for next year’s event. 
While the Merchant Adventurers’ Hall 
in York has always been favourable, 
we’re keen to hear from attendees 
about other venues that may work 
well in the future. Be sure to keep 
an eye out for the 2024 details and 
add them to your diaries! The call for 
nominations for next year’s awards 
opens in January. 

I’d like to offer my congratulations 
to all award recipients. Secondly, I’d 
like to give thanks and congratulations, 
once more, to our Membership 
Manager, Clare Moore, for her 35 years 
of service with the SDC.

Throughout the day, it was 
wonderful to hear about the 
incredible developments and 
discoveries that have taken place 
in industry — thanks to the worthy 
winners. I’d also like to applaud 
those who have successfully 
completed the SDC’s FTTC, TCC 
and ASDC courses during the last 
academic year. It’s a delight to 
recognise the next generation of 
dyers and colourists.

Furthermore, 2023 has seen the 
launch of the new SDC website 
(still SDC.org.uk for those 
wondering!), which has received 
7,000 visitors in the last six 
months – fantastic to see. Next 
year, we will uncover the ever-
expanding digital archive – some of 
which is restricted to members so 
ensure you get those membership 
subscriptions renewed!

Finally, I’d like to wish you a 
wonderful holiday period, and I 
look forward to catching up with 
you at the various events the SDC is 
set to host throughout 2024.

“

”

The latest edition 
of the Colourist - 
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Welcome from SDC Chief Executive, Dr Graham Clayton 
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SDC Awards and Dinner 

Time to celebrate!
We are thrilled to have recently 
concluded the highly anticipated Day 
of Celebration, which included the 
coveted SDC Awards presentations, 
in York on 17 November. 

This year, places at the dinner 
were fully occupied and we even 
had a reserve list! More than 150 
coloration professionals from all 
over the world made their way to 
the Merchant Adventurers’ Hall in 
York to celebrate long-standing SDC 
members, as well as those who have 
achieved excellence throughout the 
sector. The SDC would also like to 
offer its thanks to event sponsors 
S&D Chemicals Associates and 
Laxtons for their support.

Compere Paul Forster was a 
brilliant host and kept guests 
entertained throughout the day. 
Awards and certificates were handed 
out to our deserving recipients — 
some of whom had travelled all the 
way from China, Singapore and India 
to receive their accolades.

Following a drinks reception,  
music and entertainment, a delicious 
dinner — courtesy of Bradshaws of 
York catering — and a toast to King 
Charles III and the royal family, 
attendees took the time to catch up 
with colleagues and view the award-
winning work on display within the 
hall’s foyer.

During the evening, attendees 
listened to speeches from our 
CEO Graham Clayton, Chairman 
Gavin Thatcher and Perkin Medal 
winners, Wolfgang Saus and 
Eckhard Schollmeyer. 

Technical Director, Andrew Filarowski 
also gave a short speech before handing 
out the education awards to the FTTC, 
TCC and ASDC receivers. Discussing the 
history of SDC qualifications, Andrew 
said: “In 1852, 32 years before the 
formation of the society, John Ruskin 
wrote: “Merchants and manufacturers 
of Bradford, ye worship the Goddess of 
Getting-on, but what are you doing for 
the elevation of your workpeople.” 

It is strange therefore that it 
took so long for the society to offer 
formal qualifications. 

In 1902 Meldola, who was to 
become an SDC president, wrote a 
report on the dyeing department at 
Yorkshire College which asked:  
“I take it that it is your desire to turn 
out a race of scientifically trained 
dyers and to improve the industry 
in this country by developing the 
scientific intelligence of the pupils in 
the direction of their industry.” 

In 1923 and 1937, there were 
calls for the SDC to do more and 
seriously consider its position on 
offering education. 

In 1884, the Society of 
Dyers and Colourists was 
formed in Bradford with one 
of the original objectives 
being education in the 
science of coloration.

The SDC Awards
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In 1946, the formation of an 
Education Committee promised much 
more, but the scheme failed as we 
were turned down for a Royal Charter. 

In 1950, council resolved to try again 
to obtain a Royal Charter with more 
success and with the formation of the 
second Education Committee, the 
awards of Associateship and Fellowship 
of the SDC were instigated. The scheme 
was originally called the ‘Diploma in 
Tinctorial Technologies’ and suggested 
names before this included ‘Associate 
and Fellow in Tinctorial Technology 
(ATT) and (FTT)’ — although these were 
thought to be pedantic and ugly!

 Only nine students sat the first 
exams which were held on 11,12 and 13 
November 1954. 

One student was taken ill during the 
exams and only eight completed all five 
papers. Known names from these first 8 
ASDCs include – Dennis Nunn and James 
Watson who would become General 
Secretary in his later life. 

The SDC provided no syllabus to the 
colleges and universities which must 
have proved very difficult to teach but 
this was resolved some years later with 
the production of a study guide. 

In the 1960s Hong Kong Polytechnic 
became the first overseas establishment 
to offer a course towards the ASDC to 
join the UK courses being offered. 

Entry to the course was initially 
based on four O-Levels (now GCSEs) 
but subsequently included City and 
Guilds Chemistry with Dyeing and ONC 
and HND in Chemistry with the dyeing 
option that was available. 

On 8 May 1963, the Society was 
granted its Royal Charter and in 1973 
it was suggested that students with 
an appropriate degree could apply 
for ASDC by exemption. Many argued 
that if the candidate already had a 
good degree, it would be possible for 
them to pass the Society’s exams. 
Council listened but resolved to 
allow ASDC by exemption. 

In 1975, council resolved to 
petition for a change in the Royal 
Charter to allow Fellows and 
Associates to us the designation 
“Chartered Colour Technologist”. 

In 1978 this designation was 
changed to be “Chartered Colourist 
and be associated with the 
designatory letters ‘CCol’. 

After many successful years of 
examinations, the lack of external 
provision for the teaching of 
courses had its final outcomes 
around 1992 when the last courses 
specifically for ASDC students 
were discontinued and the society 
took the decision to produce open 
learning material linked to revision 
courses held periodically. 

There was a slight upturn in numbers 
in the early 2000s boosted by an 
initiative by SDC and Dystar in India to 
help students in their examinations, 
but the examinations were under 
threat due to lack of uptake. 

In 2010, industry in the UK 
realised that there was a lack of 
educational provision for future 
dyers and asked the SDC to provide 
a suitable course. 

The outcome was the first taught 
course by the SDC offering courses 
in dyeing at GCSE and A-Level. 
Which was called ‘Foundation Textile 
Coloration Certificate’ and ‘Textile 
Coloration Certificate’. Taught online 
to accommodate the students’ work 
patterns and geographical differences. 

Over 70 young people have 
taken part in these courses, and 
we currently have students from 
overseas from Canada, New Zealand 
and Thailand and our friend from 
Zimbabwe, Mbiri, is the first overseas 
student to gain the TCC — Mbiri has 
now started his educational journey 
on the ASDC course. 

SDC Awards and Dinner

The scheme is now called 
Textile Coloration Science and 
Technology leading to the Textile 
Coloration Certificate to better 
reflect the content of the course. 

Table plans at the SDC Awards
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As a continuation to this provision 
and to provide students completing 
this course the opportunity to 
achieve the ASDC, we provide 
not just a syllabus with learning 
objectives but a full course leading 
to the Associateship, available 
online and with technical support 
within the SDC. 

This course has been independently 
benchmarked to be the equivalent 
of an honours degree by Ecctis/Naric 
— this was confirmed in our second 
assessment December 2022. 

The SDC still offers ASDC by 
exemption and we are always pleased 
to see the level of knowledge and 
commitment to ongoing learning 
demonstrated by candidates 
applying for this and subsequently 
for Chartered Colourist status. We, 
the Society of Dyers and Colourists 
through the members of Education, 
Qualification and Accreditation 
Board (EQAB) have adapted with the 
requirements of scientific education 
in coloration and how it is delivered 
and will continue to assess and alter 
our offering to the industry with the 
help of the wider sector. 

Each candidate at whatever 
level award they achieve is to be 
applauded for their commitment and 
knowledge, they follow a long line 
of people who have worked hard and 
benefitted the industry with their 
knowledge and interactions. Over 
the page is a full list of those who 
were honoured on the day.

During the evening Dr Graham Clayton gave the audience 
insight into the medals received by the SDC bronze, silver and 
gold recipients.

All of which have been produced by Thomas Fattorini, a 196-year-
old, sixth generation family-run and owned manufacturing 
business based over three sites in the UK.

SDC Awards and Dinner
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Perkin Medal Award
Presented by Dr David Lewis, Past 
President, SDC	
Eckhard Schollmeyer	
Dierk Knittel	
Wolfgang Saus

SDC Global Colourist Award
Sponsored by Advanced Colours 
and Chemicals Ltd
Presented by Ian Lewis, 

Global Award Recipients	
Hannah Rampley (Overall winner)	
Loretta Savage (Highly commended)	
Vanessa Yoxall-Golec 
(Highly commended)

International Design Competition
Presented by Susie Page, IDC Judge	
Verina Lie

50-Year Membership Medal 
Paul Santokhi
Paul joined the society in 1973 while 
he was studying at Queens University, 
Belfast. He gained his ASDC in 1977, 
then later his Fellowship with the 
SDC in 1996. He was awarded a silver 
medal in 2003 for contributions to the 
coloration industry and later a gold 
medal in 2018. He has been on the 
regional committee for over 40-years 
and is also a trustee of the Society 
and a trustee-Director on the board 
of SDC Enterprises Group Ltd. 

Michael Heaton, William Varey and 
Adrian Woodward – all joined the SDC 
in 1973 and hold Chartered Colourist 
status. Micheal received his 50-year 
certificate at the Midlands Region 
AGM earlier this year which was 
presented by Dr Graham Clayton.

Medal winners
Centenary Medal
Awarded to Richard Horobin for his 
paper ‘Reactive dyes for living cells: 
Applications, Artefacts, and some 
comparisons of textile dyeing’, by 
Richard W. Horobin, Juan C Stockert, 
Hua Zhang. CT 2022, Issue 1, pages 
3-15, Chemical Biology and Precision 
Synthesis, School of Chemistry, 
University of Glasgow, Glasgow, UK. 

Gold Medals
Awarded to Ian Lewis — for 
outstanding and sustained work 
on behalf of the Society and for 
encouraging and mentoring others in 
their work.
 
Awarded to Dr Andrew Towns — 
for longstanding and valuable 
services in raising the impact of the 
Society’s peer-reviewed Coloration 
Technology publication.
 
Awarded to Prof Vien Cheung — 
for prolonged and outstanding 
contributions to international 
colour research and education and 
its publication.
 
Silver Medals
Awarded to David Wawer — for 
active and enthusiastic service 
to the Society’s Colour Index™ 
Editorial Board.
 
Awarded to Pierfrancesco Fois — 
for active and enthusiastic service 
to the Society’s Colour Index™ 
Editorial Board.

Bronze Medals
Awarded to Georgie Worker —  
“for enthusiastic services  
to the Society in regional and  
educational activity”
 
Awarded to Susie Page —  
“for prolonged valuable contributions 
to the industry in the technological 
or educational area of the total 
coloration and allied industries”

Perkin Medals
Perkin Medals (Eckard Schollmeyer, 
Wolfgang Saus & Dierk Knittel (latter 
posthumous award) awarded for the 
development of waterless dyeing 
using supercritical Carbon Dioxide.
 

Education awards
Presentation of qualifications by 
Andrew Filarowski, Technical 
Director, SDC

FTTC Recipients	
Alfie Kellett	
Alix Leckie	
Charley McLean

TCC Recipients	
Lucy Bradshaw	
Rebecca Murray

ASDC Recipients	
Hannah Rampley	
Fakhrul Islam

CCoL Recipients	
Arun Kumar Patra	
Basto Wong	
Fakhrul Islam

SDC Bursaries 
Presented by Shelley Hollingdrake, 
Education Engagement, SDC	
Caroline Coyne	
Gail Jones

Membership Recognition
Presented by Clare Moore, 
Membership Manager, SDC

50-Year Membership Medal	
Paul Santokhi

Medals
Presented by Dr Graham Clayton, 
CEO, SDC

Bronze Medal Recipients	
Georgie Worker	
Susie Page

Silver Medal Recipients	
David Wawer	
Pierfrancesco Fois

Gold Medal Recipients	
Vien Cheung	
Ian Lewis	
Andrew Towns
Centenary Medal Recipients	
Richard Horobin

SDC Awards and Dinner
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SDC Awards and Dinner

2023 Global Colourist Award 

Earlier this year, the SDC launched 
the Global Colourist Award to recognise 
the professional achievements of those 
working across the wider sector. 
The award was open to colourists 
across the full gamut of sectors 
including – but not limited to – textiles, 
dyes and pigments, leather, food and 
paint. Production dyers, shift dyers or 
printing colourists are all eligible. 

People working in any role and who 
are in the first 10 years of their career 
were invited to apply. The chosen 
winners — who were announced at 
the SDC’s recent Day of Celebration 
— showed enthusiasm, commitment, 
performance, competence, and 
general knowledge of the coloration 
industry throughout their applications.

Overall winner Hannah Rampley, 
teaching technician at the University 
of Manchester said: “Being selected 
as this year’s Global Colourist was 
completely unexpected and is a huge 
achievement for me, thank you to 
the judges for selecting me as their 
winner and to the SDC for the award.

I have had a varied first 10 years 
working in the world of colour. 
Starting out as a designer working 
across textiles and illustration with 

a wide variety of clients to now 
working in education as a teaching 
technician at the University of 
Manchester. It’s not often that 
technicians get recognised for  
the work that they do to educate 
and inspire students so it is a huge 
honour to receive this award.

“I look forward to seeing how my 
future career in colour will develop 
and this award from the SDC has 
given me a massive confidence 
boost and has made me really look 
forward to what will come next!”

Jane Wood, Lecturer in 
Fashion and Textile Technology 
at the University of Manchester 
also commented on Hannah’s 
achievement: “On behalf of the 
University of Manchester, and 
particularly the Department of 
Materials, we are delighted that 
Hannah has been awarded SDC 
Global Colourist of the Year. 

We are blessed that we have such 
talented individuals at the institution 
and now this has been recognised on 
an international platform, the rest of 
the world knows too!

On a personal level, I am 
relatively new to the university and 
have been constantly amazed by 

the level of dedication, skills and 
talent that our technical team offer 
to support the student experience 
and innovative research. I had no 
hesitation is nominating Hannah for 
this award; she is the perfect blend 
of creative talent and scientific skill 
that is critical to impart knowledge 
and inspire future individuals in 
the field of colouration. Hannah is 
also very mindful of the future of 
the field, and we — and the wider 
technical team —have many plans 
in progress to develop the textile, 
fashion and colour technologists 
of the future. Who better to be 
involved in such projects that a 
globally recognised leader in colour? 
Very exciting times are ahead!”

Loretta Savage,  
Holmfirth Dyers

Being recognised 
and awarded highly 
commended in the Global 
Colourist Award means 
a great deal to me, it 
has given me the boost 
and confidence I need to 
excel in my career. I feel 
very proud, grateful and 
privileged to have won 
such a prestigious award.”

Highly commended Global Colourist recipients 

“

Vanessa Yoxall-Golec, 
Laxtons

I am extremely honoured 
to have been considered 
let alone be awarded the 
highly commended title in 
the global colourist award. 
To have my face and 
name recognised within 
the industry is a massive 
entity, I would thank the 
Society and Advanced 
Colour and Chemicals Ltd 
for the recognition.”

“
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Recently, we caught up with husband-
and-wife duo, Steven and Beverley 
Bull, to discuss their careers within 
the coloration sector as long-standing 
members of the society.

Steven and Beverley both hold 
Chartered Colourist status, and will 
be celebrating 50-years of continuous 
membership in 2024, along with a 
number of other members whom 
we we shall feature in forthcoming 
issues of The Colourist. Here, they 
talk to the Colourist about their 
outstanding careers and elaborate on 
their time with the SDC.

Tell us more about how you got into 
the dyeing and finishing industry

Steven Bull, CCoL ASDC: “I left 
school in 1973 after sitting my 
A-Levels and went straight into the 
textile industry at a company called 
Walkden Makin based in Clayton, 
Manchester. As a laboratory assistant, 
I went to Manchester Polytechnic to 
study towards a HNC in textiles. On 
completion of the HNC and several 
City and Guilds textile qualifications, 
I went on to study for two years for 
my Chartered Colourist qualification 
at Manchester Polytechnic and UMIST. 
I continued to work as a laboratory 
assistant and also worked in the 
factory, developing dyeing and finishing 
processes. In 1985, I was awarded the 
SDC Turner-Scholefield Award.

To progress my career, I left Walkden 
Makin and moved to SA Driver in 
Stalybridge, which knitted fabrics 
and fully processed them to make 
crushed velvet curtain material. They 
were also printers of bed “ticking” 
fabrics. During my time with the 
company, I served on the National Bed 
Federation’s Flammability Committee. 

Unfortunately, along with a big part 
of the textile industry at the time, I 
was made redundant. I then went to 
work at WM Mycock Ltd in Whitworth, 
Rochdale, in the laboratory, and soon 
progressed to Works Manager. WM 
Mycock Ltd was a unique company 
that processed cotton fabric from 
bales to finished prints for the South 
Africa market. The main colour was 
indigo blue and it had an indigo dyeing 
range. Brown and red were two other 
colours we also dyed for African prints. 
There were several copper roller 
printing machines to produce the 
unique Shweshwe prints. 

The company added a rotary 
screen-printing machine as the South 
African printing market declined. The 
company printed fashion designs on 
various substrates, as well as being the 
largest printer of camouflage fabric 
in the UK at the time, processing 
miles of desert printed fabric during 
the first Gulf War. Eventually, the 
factory closed, and the screen-printing 
division moved to Adlington in Chorley. 
The South African printing side was 
in serious decline and some roller 
printing machines and copper rollers 
were shipped out to South Africa to 
the Da Gama factory.

 From here, I then worked 
at Roeacre in Heywood and 
Caldershaw, dyeing and finishing in 
Rochdale, before deciding I needed 
a change of career as the textile 
industry was in serious decline. 

Some 30 years ago, I left my job and 
set up a business selling clothing in the 
emerging “paintball” leisure sector. 
For several years, I manufactured 
clothing for paintball venues and 
commissioned custom camouflage 
designs to be printed at a flat screen 
printer and at Mycocks before they 
closed. I then set up paintball and 
laser tag sites in West Yorkshire, so 
have been out of the textile industry 
for about 30 years. Again, the printing 
of fabric and manufacture of custom 
clothing for the paintball industry 
declined due to the cheap imports, 
which I could not compete with.

How did you find out about the 
Society of Dyers and Colourists?

When I went to Manchester 
Polytechnic to study, the lecturer 
at the time suggested we all joined 
the Society of Dyers and Colourists 
to make sure we were up to date 
on developments via the excellent 
magazine and meetings it organised. 
I kept up my membership while 
working in the leisure industry, as 
the magazines are a good source of 
information. I attended several social 
events, including a couple of annual 
dinners.In more than 20 years in the 
textile industry, I worked at several 
companies and have seen all types of 
dyeing, printing and finishing. I think 
the processing of Shweshwe designs for 
the South Africa market was the most 
interesting. From cotton fabric bales to 
the finished article, the processing was 
very interesting. 

I have been out of the industry for 
nearly 30 years but in the past 15 
years, I have regained interest in the 
textile industry via my daughter in law, 
Julia Roebuck, who runs a company 
called Upcycle Fashion, which 
promotes the sustainability of textiles. 

Here at the SDC, we’re proud of all our members’ efforts and achievements within 
the textile and coloration industry. Whether you’re just getting started in your career 
or have since retired, your unique interests and stories are always worth sharing.

SDC Member Spotlight

A husband-and-wife duo



9December / 2023

SDC Member Spotlight

As a result of this, I recently had 
the pleasure to attend a “Woven in 
Kirklees” event at the University of 
Huddersfield. I chatted to a couple 
of local textile companies and was 
very encouraged to see they were 
prospering in the bespoke markets 
they were involved in. I also had the 
opportunity to visit the workshops and 
laboratories and was pleased to see the 
textile testing equipment was the same 
as I’d used over 30 years ago. I met and 
chatted with several members of the 
staff, relating my experiences in the 
textile industry, as well as found out 
about the innovations the university 
is developing for the textile industry.

Within the SDC, I may be unique in 
that I am married to Beverley, who has 
a degree in colour chemistry, as well as 
the CCol ASDC award. I believe we are 
the only married couple in the Society 
of Dyers and Colourists who have both 
received chartered status.”

Tell us more about how you got into 
the dyeing and finishing industry

Beverley Bull, CCoL, ASDC: “I left 
school in 1972 after completing 
my A-Levels and went to the 
University of Bradford to study 
chemical engineering. I completed 
the first year of study but, during 
this time, realised this was not 
the career path for me and, in 
1973, I changed courses. In 1977, I 
graduated with an honours degree 
in colour chemistry and colour 
technology. During my time at 
university, I joined the Society of 
Dyers and Colourists, which was a 
great support for my studies and 
for researching new developments 
within the industry. 

Shortly after graduating, I got 
married and my first job was working 
as a laboratory technician at Ellis 
Jones Ltd in Stockport, who were 
manufacturers of azo pigments.  
My next career move was to English 
Sewing Ltd at its head office in 
Manchester, working in the colour 
lab, colour matching, developing 
dyeing recipes for sewing threads, 
and evaluating dyes and dyeing and 
finishing methods. I was also the 
quality control manager. During my 
time there, I was encouraged to 
study for the Chartered Colourist 
qualification at Manchester 
Polytechnic and I gained my CCol 
ASDC in 1980. During the early 
1980s, the UK textile industry was 
in decline, and in 1986 I left English 
Sewing when the head office in 
Manchester closed and some of 
the work was relocated to Newton 
Mearns, just outside of Glasgow. 

Our son, David, was born in 
September 1986 and in 1991, I 
made the decision to study for 
a PGCE in further and higher 
education at Bolton Institute 
for Higher Education (now the 
University of Bolton). For several 
years after gaining my PGCE, I was 
employed as a part-time lecturer 
in the textile department (wet 
processing) teaching ONC, HND and 
first year degree level in textile 
chemistry (dyeing and finishing) 
at Bolton Institute. At the same 
time, I was also teaching maths 
in Oldham. There was more work 
teaching maths and less work 
teaching textile chemistry and, 
by 1992, my teaching at Bolton 
Institute ended.

I have been teaching for almost 
30 years. I have worked for Learn 
Local (Rochdale), Lifelong Learning 
(Oldham), Hopwood Hall College 
and Oldham College teaching maths 
to GCSE level and functional skills 
as a tutor, programme leader and 
curriculum manager. During this time, 
I was also a moderator and examiner 
for GCSE maths and GCSE statistics 
coursework. Between 1999 and 2001, 
I was also employed as an examiner 
for GCSE design technology (textiles), 
using my background and knowledge 
of the textile industry. In 2009, I 
completed my studies through the 
Open University, gaining a certificate 
in mathematics [CertMaths (Open)] for 
personal interest and to help with my 
teaching career. 

Although I haven’t been involved 
directly in the textile industry for many 
years, I kept up to date with the work 
my husband, Steve, was doing and 
maintained my SDC membership. In 
recent years, I have attended a variety 
of SDC meetings and lectures with my 
daughter in law, Julia Roebuck who, in 
2010, gained her sustainable fashion 
master’s degree, an MA in fashion and 
the environment at the London College 
of Fashion. She is actively involved with 
the textile industry in Huddersfield.

Look out for more member 
profiles throughout 2024 
of those receiving long 
service awards. As well as 
Steven and Beverely, SDC 
HonSec Stuart Wilkinson and 
his wife Dr Ann Wilkinson are 
both chartered colourists.
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SDC Member Spotlight

Thanks for talking to The Colourist! 
Please tell us about your company 
and the role of colour in your day-to-
day operations.

At Pincroft, colour is not merely 
an aspect of our operations; it is the 
essence. Our day-to-day activities are 
entrenched in the meticulous art and 
science of textile dyeing and printing, 
where we transform fabrics into 
vibrant expressions of colour. With the 
capability to print intricate designs 
including infrared signatures, match 
shades to precise references and 
ensure colour fastness, our operations 
are a testament to the critical role 
colour plays in our business.

What makes you stand out among 
peers?

Our distinction lies in our heritage 
of over 130 years, coupled with 
a relentless pursuit of excellence 
and sustainability. We are not just 
dyers, printers and finishers; we are 
innovators, utilising state-of-the-art 
equipment and eco-friendly methods 
to deliver outstanding quality while 
minimising our environmental 
footprint. Our expertise in handling a 
variety of dyes and our commitment 
to fast delivery and high standards 
set us apart in the industry.

How important is it for an 
organisation like yours to have 
experts in coloration on board?

It is absolutely vital. The 
intricacies of colouration and IR 
printing demand a high level of 
expertise, which is why our team 
comprises seasoned professionals 
who are adept at navigating the 
complexities of dyeing processes. 
Their proficiency ensures that we 
can achieve the exact hues and 
camouflage print patterns our 
clients envision, with consistency 
and quality at the forefront.

Tell us about your commitment to 
sustainability?

Sustainability is at the core of our 
ethos. We have implemented one of 
the industry’s largest heat recovery 
systems, significantly reducing our 
CO2 emissions by more than 4,000 
tonnes annually. Our water usage 
is well below industry benchmarks, 
and we have achieved substantial 
reductions in chemical consumption. 
These ongoing improvements reflect 
our dedication to an environmentally 
responsible business model.

What is your relationship with the 
Society of Dyers and Colourists 
and how is this supporting you?

Our affiliation with the Society 
of Dyers and Colourists is a valued 
partnership that enhances our 
knowledge base and supports our 
commitment to excellence in the 
field of colouration. The SDC’s focus 
on education and their degree-
level qualifications resonate with 
our own dedication to continuous 
learning and development within 
the coloration profession.

What are your colour aspirations for 
the future?

Looking ahead, our aspirations are 
to push the boundaries of colour 
innovation while reinforcing our 
sustainable practices. We aim to 
expand our palette of eco-friendly 
dyeing solutions and continue to lead 
the industry not just in the spectrum 
of colours we offer, but in the way 
we care for our environment and 
serve our customers.

Howard Martin caught up with us to 
discuss Pincroft’s 100-year expertise 

We welcome London Metropolitan University as the 
SDC’s latest Education Provider Member -  
find out more in the next edition of The Colourist.

If you’re an SDC member and would like to be 
featured in upcoming editions of the Colourist, 
please contact clarem@sdc.org.uk

Textile dyeing, printing and finishing and the important role colour, 
innovation and sustainability play in the company’s operations.

mailto:clarem%40sdc.org.uk?subject=The%20Colourist%20Feature
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Andrew Filarowski, Technical Director, SDC

On 2 November over 100 people 
gathered for the first SDC UK Textile 
Coloration and Finishing Conference 
to hear selected keynote speakers 
and panel members discuss the 
issues affecting the UK textiles 
industry — specifically in the areas 
of wet processing. 

The SDC received a letter of support 
from HRH Princess Royal, HRH The 
King also sent his warmest wishes 
to all at The Society of Dyers and 
Colourists. Sponsorship was from The 
Worshipful Company of Dyers, Dystar, 
BTMA, CHT UK Ltd, SDC Enterprises 
and Advanced Colours and Chemicals/ 
Wilkinson and Scott. 

The guest charity was Fashion and 
Textiles Children’s Trust. Over 30% 
of the UK textile wet processing 
companies were represented in 
the audience and almost 50% had 
responded either positively to 
attend or to give their apologies. 
Another aspect to report is both 
the gender and age demographic of 
the audience. (See charts to the right)

With a 22% female audience going 
some way to prove the feeling 
that more females are involved 
in the technical aspects of textile 
processing than ever before, and this 
trend is growing.

The age ranges represented in the 
audience also shows a healthy influx 
of young people in the industry and 
that companies are providing them 
with an opportunity to network and 
learn by attending such events. 
The number of young people who 
have been or intend to be on SDC 
educational courses shows the benefit 
of these to the UK industry.

The event was introduced by the 
SDC’s current president, Professor 
Chris Carr CCol FSDC, who presented 
the keynote speaker Patrick Grant 
who gave us an overview of his career 
in textiles with the takeaway being 
that everything is possible through 
collaboration, education and skill.

Paul de Beer, our moderator for 
the day then introduced the first 
speaker, Spence Seaman from the 
Environment Agency who spoke 
about the open peer review currently 
taking place on the UK BAT. This will 
bring revised and updated standards 
across the sector and introduces 
mandatory Emission Limit Values 
(ELVs) across sectors. It also provides 
best practice for the management 
of inputs and outputs within the 
manufacturing sector. Spence made 
the valid point that this should 
involve all UK wet processing plants 
whether operating under a permit or 
not as it does provide best practice 
that should involve all companies to 
reduce out puts to air and water.

He called on the industry to 
come together potentially with the 
help of the SDC to ensure the peer 
review process covers all aspects 
of the industry and is disseminated 
to provide clear guidelines and 
effective implementation. 

SDC UK Coloration and 
Finishing Conference on the 
2nd November 2023

Age Range

18 – 24	
25 - 34	
35 – 44	
45 – 54	
55 – 64	
65 +

Gender

Male	
Female

	
2%
20%
10.5%
27%
29%
11.5%

	
78%	
22%

My Colleague and I found it 
very interesting and exciting 
to hear from young people in 
textiles and start to be part 
of conversations around the 
future of it.”
Amanda McLaren Managing Director 
AW Hainsworth

“

https://www.ftct.org.uk/
https://www.ftct.org.uk/
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He finished with coverage of 
the aims of the UK government to 
build climate resilience through 
a combination of mitigation and 
adaptation to reduce emissions 
that cause climate change and have 
actions in place to manage the risks 
of climate change aspects.

Spence Seaman was then joined on a 
panel by Mike Madden from Enco Global 
Testing Services, Anna Govey, Director 
responsible for Quality, Health, Safety 
and Environment at Heathcoat Fabrics 
and Parasjevi Fotoglou, Sustainability 
Manager at Camira Fabrics to discuss 
first how the implementation of the 
UK BAT can be effectively managed 
and how each company is working 
towards managing its inputs and 
outputs in respect of current and 
future legislation. Anna Pangbourne, 
Chief Executive of the Fashion and 
Textiles Children’s Trust also provided 
us with an overview of how companies 
can interact with the charity so its 
employees can benefit from their help 
and well as supporting the charity in its 
work.The theme of net zero continued 
with a close look at how one company 
has used technology to identify and 
reduce its energy usage. 

Wet processing operations are very 
energy intensive, requiring large 
amounts of hot water and steam 
alongside a substantial amount of gas 
and electricity. Many companies do 
not have the visibility across their 
energy consuming assets to prove 
this or take corrective actions.

 Maciek Zyga, Head of Engineering 
at Amann Threads UK was joined 
by Stephen Kay and Peter Catlow 
from Businesswise Solutions Ltd to 
describe the technology used to 
identify energy usage throughout 
the organisation. Maciek explained 
how they have implemented the 
technology throughout the business 
both the identify low hanging fruits 
as well in more challenging situations 
and the effect this has had on energy 
use and therefore emissions. 

Giving full costings he identified 
this as a cost-effective way to 
manage this situation. He explained 
that he now had access to data on 
how much each piece of equipment 
consumes on a minute-to-minute 
basis to be able to identify 
opportunities to improve efficiencies 
and reduce waste in real time.

In the panel session they were 
joined by Louise Becart, Business 
Strategy Analyst at Pincroft 
Dyeing and Printing Ltd. Louise 
explained how the company had 
placed sustainability and operating 
efficiency at the heart of its 
dyehouse operations. 

They too have used a system 
to monitor their operations. 
This led to the installation of a 
heat recovery plant recovering 
waste heat from waste water and 
atmospheric releases to heat clean 
process water and identify when it 
is being used correctly. 

Louise also explained why Pincroft 
had taken the decision to install a 1.2 
MW combined heat and power plant 
(CHP), what benefits this has had and 
what payback for this installation is. 
Audience participation was key to this 
session with many delegates keen to 
understand more and to praise both 
companies for the investments they 
are making in this area.

David Tindale, Chief Technical 
Officer of Adaptive Control Systems 
Ltd then gave a talk on Automation, 
Integration and Visualisation - What’s 
New and What’s Not. David gave 
an overview of the start of process 
controls systems with Beacon Controls 
and how the systems had progressed 
to be Windows based allowing better 
adoption and user-friendly interfaces 
that are common in systems. 

System analysis available 24/7 of a 
wide range of processing parameters 
can lead to better control and 
efficiencies within a dyehouse.

The panel session included James 
Blackburn CCol ASDC, Commercial 
Manager at FTS Dyers and Amanda 
McLaren, Managing Director of AW 
Hainsworth and Sons Ltd. 

Andrew Filarowski, Technical Director, SDC

An opportunistic coming 
together of minds from across 
the sector.”
Jason Kent, CEO, British Textile 
Machinery Association.

“
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James gave an overview of how 
updating their control systems had 
benefited the company. 

Amanda used the acquisition of 
Atkinson Dyeing Company Ltd as 
a case study explaining how both 
upgrading machinery both in their 
positions and the installation of a 
modern control system had not only 
had a positive effect on process 
optimisation and control through 
feedback systems but had also had a 
positive impact on how employees’ 
attitudes had changed and positively 
impacted the business.

The final session involved Andrew 
Filarowski, Technical Director at 
the SDC, Martin Jenkins, Director 
of Training at HCoE and Jason Kent, 
CEO of BTMA. 

The topic was centred around 
the need to encourage young 
people to join the sector and the 
opportunities that exist for young 
people both educationally and as 
long-term careers. 

Jason gave an overview of a 
recent apprenticeship in textile 
machinery engineering that 
BTMA have supported and Martin 
an overview of the various 
apprenticeships available with 
Andrew providing an overview of 
the educational opportunities for 
young colourists through the SDC 
educational programmes. The 
consensus was that collaboration 
between the various sectors 
within textiles was taking place 
but potentially more was required 
both in interactions with schools 
and careers advisors and session to 
highlight the opportunities. 

Various companies in the 
audience gave examples of their 
involvement in building the profile 
of the industry and there was an 
interesting comment form a recent 
entrant to industrial processing 
from a design background who 
highlighted they had never in their 
time at school or University been 
informed of the opportunities within 
textile manufacturing. 

All agreed that action needs to 
be taken and where coloration is 
concerned individual actions are 
possible but potentially the SDC 
could take a lead nationally.

The vote of thanks was from 
Jamie Cawley, Prime Warden of 
The Worshipful company of Dyers, 
who had provided funding for the 
conference. He commented how it 
was encouraging to see the industry 
come together to share best 
practice for the improvement of the 
UK coloration and finishing industry.

Andrew Filarowski, Technical Director, SDC

A fantastic opportunity to 
meet fellow professionals 
from our industry, to exchange 
views, share knowledge 
and develop a greater 
understanding of the current 
and future challenges effecting 
everyone in our industry.”
Graham Hutton, Managing Director  
Ulster Yarns Ltd

“

Paul de Beer closed the conference with the following points:

-	Collaboration is key to ensure the industry flourishes.

-	Engagement with the Environment Agency is required but all 
companies in the peer review process could be through the SDC 
and involvement by all companies was important to ensure this 
regulation was well written.

-	Young people are the lifeblood of the industry in the UK and 
globally. The opportunities for education through the SDC should 
be taken up by all companies.

-	Collaboration in highlighting the industry to young people is key. 

-	Dialogue within the industry should continue and he hoped that 
the SDC would hold another conference in 2024.

The organising committee have now met, and the second UK 
Textile Coloration and Finishing Conference will take place on 3 
October 2024. 
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Shelley Hollingdrake, Education Engagement

QuantumCOLOUR’s five-step process

ColorQ Training Academy 

The Mud to Marle project 

How QuantumCOLOUR’s process requires 50% less energy 
reduction to produce high-quality yarns. Co-founder and CEO 
of responsible textile manufacturer, COLOURizd, Jennifer 
Thompson dialled in from North Carolina in the USA to offer 
a detailed exploration into the factory’s sustainable yarn 
coloration technology.

Colour and its relationship within film production. Colour 
science, its relationship within film production and the 
psychology behind how colour influences viewers’ mood and 
emotions was discussed by Daniel Mulligan, a colour scientist 
who has been practising film production for 30 years.

Brand and social enterprise partnering. In collaboration with 
Australia’s first fashion industry climate fund, SDC member 
Full Circle Fibres founder Meriel Chamberlin discussed the 
‘Mud to Marle’ project, and its ambitions to turn lower value 
wool fibres into a high value premium product. 

Our compelling webinar sessions
We were pleased to welcome a range of experts to deliver 
our most recent series of thought-provoking webinars for 
this quarter, including sustainable coloration technology, the 
psychology of colour, and upcycling wool fibres.
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SDC Spotlight on

This year, we were able to support 
two students — Monika Dolbniak and 
Caroline Cyone.

Monika’s project, Sensory 
Storytelling, centred on research 
into individuals’ sensory preferences 
in the school environment, focusing 
on those who have autism and 
sensory disabilities. 

As part of her final MA project, 
created in collaboration with 
the not-for-profit charity, Shared 
Community, the research took 
place over eight workshops, with 
the aim of developing a deeper 
understanding on environmental 
sensory stimuli and the impact on the 
participant’s wellbeing, behaviour, 
productivity and emotions.

Additionally, Caroline’s final project 
for her undergraduate degree from 
the University of Leeds focused on 
thermal waste energy within the 
knitwear industry specifically, which 
was difficult to portray through 
the medium of knitwear — hence 
why colour played a key role in 
representing temperature throughout 
her research. 

As well as discussing the outcomes 
of her work, Caroline educated 
viewers on the different types of 
domestic and commercial knitting 
machines available to the industry 
and how she used these to produce 
20 final samples. We’re looking 
forward to seeing Monika and 
Caroline progress in their careers.

Monika Dolbniak

Caroline Cyone

The SDC bursary scheme
As a charity dedicated to education, the SDC is 
committed to supporting students in the science of 
colouration. That’s why we offer bursaries to those 
that wish to develop their knowledge through either 
academic or professional study.
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Design competition update, by Clare Moore, SDC Membership Manager

Don’t miss this unique opportunity 
to make your own mark on the 
SDC’s annual competition.

Our yearly International Design 
Competition started back in October, 
and we have been welcoming this 
year’s global cohort of fashion and 
textiles undergraduates as they 
prepare to take on the environmentally 
conscious brief. It’s not one to be 
missed for budding fashion, textile 
and colour professionals. Each year, 
the competition gives undergraduate 
students a platform to showcase their 
creativity and vision on an international 
scale, offering them a fantastic 
opportunity to break into the industry. 

This year’s theme is “Colour for 
Good” - preparing our students, 
and future colourists and textiles 
professionals, for a world where 
sustainable materials and practices 
are necessary and likely mandatory. 
As the cry for climate action 
continues, it is becoming increasingly 
evident that the fashion and textiles 
industries need to take accountability 
for its impact on the environment, 
and seek production means that are 
kinder to the planet and its people.

Designs must exemplify and align 
its purpose around this key message, 
showing a fully climate-conscious 
process in the form of up to four 
A2 boards, supporting written 
commentary and a five-minute 
presentation or video. 

The heats will be held online 
and are only open to students (at 
time of entry) who are studying 
with an SDC college/ university 
member. Tutors will preselect 
which of their students will enter 
the competition, with the judging 
heats starting in January 2024. 

For colleges/universities who are 
already SDC members, please contact 
members@sdc.org.uk to register your 
interest in the competition.

We’re incredibly excited to see what 
this year’s entrants come up with. Last 
year’s designs were exceptional, and 
judging a winner proved difficult for 
our judges across the board.

This year, we’re asking students 
to carefully consider colour, and the 
relationships between its science, 
history and heritage should clearly 
inform stylistic choices.

We understand the brief and 
its deliverables are technical, 
but creating a winning design 
historically has had the potential to 
kickstart a career. 

I would urge entrants to give the 
brief their utmost attention - it 
offers a lot of opportunity to dive 
into the context of the colour. 

What are the impacts of using a 
certain colour? How much energy 
does it use? How much waste is 
produced? With so many elements 
to consider, we’re looking forward 
to some amazing designs.

“

The International Design Competition 
for 2023/24 is underway - and there’s 
still plenty of time to enter!

Of course, we want the 
competition to be as inclusive 
as possible and welcome any 
colleges/universities who are 
not members of the SDC to come 
and chat with us if they would 
like us to consider one of their 
students for the competition.

“ ”

mailto:members%40sdc.org.uk?subject=
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The global issues of food waste 
and the environmental impact 
of leather waste have garnered 
increasing attention over time.

Both concerns contribute 
significantly to environmental 
degradation and resource depletion. 

However, innovative approaches 
are emerging to address these 

challenges while simultaneously 
promoting sustainability and 
providing alternative methods for 
dyeing processes. This project is 
investigating food waste and leather 
waste within our environment.

To amplify sustainability, the 
project extends to educating 
through dehydrated and solidified 

food waste, forming an education 
kit to promote early awareness 
among people. 

This comprehensive approach 
underscores the potential for creative 
solutions, repurposing waste, and 
fostering a more environmentally 
conscious society.

Extracts from the winning submission by Verina Lie: 

Verina Lie’s supporting image boards Verina Lie

Design competition update, by Clare Moore, SDC Membership Manager

International Design Competition 22/23 
Winner spotlight: Verina Lie 
Raffles College of Higher Education 
The recent International Design 
Competition entries were 
exceptionally tough for our judges 
to decide on. And, while all entries 
from our various Heats competitions 
were most impressive, (Gratton 
from Leeds Arts University, UK, and 
Hannah Talt from National College of 

Art & Design, Ireland, were awarded 
Highly-commended in the IDC Grand 
Final) Verina Lie — the winner of 
the Singapore Heats — came out 
on top with her environmentally-
conscious project which focused on 
transforming food waste into a paste 
for colouring fabrics.

Verina attended the SDC’s most 
recent Day of Celebration to receive 
her certificate alongside her tutor, 
Madeleine Wong who also attended to 
collect a plaque on behalf of Raffles 
College of Higher Education.

“

“

”

”
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SDC EC Report

National convention on coloration 
and recent textile trends

Renowned industrialist Shri Badri 
Prasad Gupta (President, UP Hosiery 
Udyog Mandal, & President, Rooma 
Industries Association, UP) was the 
chief guest of the inaugural function 
of the event. 

Along with him, Dr Siddhartha 
Panda, Professor and Dean (Students 
affairs), IIT Kanpur was the guest 
of honorary senior officials of SDC 
India including Shri Anjani Prasad 
(Honorary Chairman), Mr. Sandeep 
Singh (Hon. Vice Chairman), Dr. 
Pratima Goyal (Hon. Treasurer), Dr. 
Vishaka Karnad (Hon. Secretary), Dr. 
Suman Mundkur and Dr. Vibhuti Barve 
Khedekar, were present and played 
important roles in organizing the 
convention. Dr. A. K. Patra (Professor 
& Head, Textile Chemistry), Dr. 
S. Maity (Assistant Professor, 
Textile Technology), Er. S. K. 
Rajput (Associate Professor, Textile 
Chemistry) were in the organizing 
team from Uttar Pradesh Textile 
Technology Institute (UPTTI) under 
the leadership of Dr. G. Nalankilli 
(Director, UPTTI).

More than 200 participants 
joined this convention from various 
industries, academia and research 
organizations. Industry leaders mainly 
from the textile manufacturing units 
in and around Kanpur such as Mahavir 
Spinfab, Hiltex Overseas, Motilal 
Dhulichand Ltd, Ganesha Ecosystems, 
Cannon Threads, and Ishita Textiles 
participated in the event. AMA Herbal 
Laboratories, Lucknow, a well-known 
natural dyes manufacturer also had 
an active participation. 

Faculty from different academic 
institutions and scientists from 
research organizations including 
DMSRDE Kanpur were also in 
attendance. The convention 
was mainly in the form of panel 
discussions, invited lectures, 
industry kaleidoscope and student 
poster presentations. 

In panel discussions, topics of recent 
interest in textiles were taken up and 
experts from industry and academia 
were the distinguished panelists. 
They shared their knowledge and 
expertise, which was very useful for 
the delegates and students. 

The plenary lecture was delivered 
by Prof. N. Sekar, ICT Mumbai 
on ‘Trends in dyestuff chemistry 
for responsible coloration’. An 
interesting talk was delivered by 
Mr Anjani Prasad, (Chairman, SDC 
EC & MD Archroma) on ‘Futuristic 
trends in Textiles’, while Mr Yawer 
Ali Shah (Co-founder and CEO AMA 
Herbal Laboratories, Lucknow) 
delivered a fascinating talk on 
‘Commercialization of Natural dyes’, 
whereby he discussed the scope of 
natural dyes in textile sector as one 
of the sustainable dyeing practices 
which we need to accept to save  
our planet. 

Synthetic dyes and colours are 
not sustainable and their motto 
is to fully replace chemicals with 
natural dyes, and biomolecules. 
Prof. Raju K. Gupta, from IIT Kanpur, 
Dept. of Chemical Engineering, 
presented his research findings 

in the Invited Talk on “Advanced 
oxidation technologies based on 
photocatalysis for water remediation 
application”. He summarized various 
water pollution bodies, rivers, lakes 
in India, health hazards out of that. 
He discussed about water remediation 
and purification techniques based 
on photo-catalytic reactive oxygen 
species (ROS), which is the latest and 
sustainable technique. 

A national convention on ‘Coloration and Recent Textile Trends’ was organized 
in Uttar Pradesh Textile Technology Institute, Kanpur (formerly known as GCTI 
Kanpur) in collaboration with the Society of Dyers & Colourists (SDC) EC, India 
on 8 and 9 September 2023. 
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The keynote address of the 
convention was delivered by Dr K 
K Mishra (Director, Wool Research 
Association, Mumbai). 

He talked about recent advances 
and scopes of woolen textiles 
and clothing in India. Dr. Pintu 
Pandit, Assistant Professor of NIFT 
Patna delivered Invited Lecture on 
“Sustainable colouration, printing, 
finishing of textiles” by using various 
natural dyes, finishes, biomolecules 
extracted from natural leaves, 
flowers, pea nutshell, coconut shell, 
etc. His research group in NIFT 
Patna developed various multi-
functional clothing accessories and 
products using natural dyes and 
extracts only.

There were three panel discussions 
conducted in the convention, viz. 
(i) Textile Dyes- need of the hour, 
(ii) Sustainability in Textile & 
Fashion and (iii) Functionalization 
of Clothing- New horizons. Mr Anjani 

Prasad (MD Archroma), Mr Jayant 
Khera (VP-South Asia, DyStar Ltd.) 
and Mr Aneel Murarka (MD, Mira 
Chem) were the moderators of these 
panel discussions, respectively. 
Mr. Amir Sheikh (Head Marketing, 
Zydex Industries Pvt. Ltd.), Mr. 
Karun Tyagi (COO, Intexso Biochem) 
made presentations in the Industry 
Kaleidoscope while Mr. Murugan 
Tenkondar (President Mktg, Birla 
Cellulose), Mr. Shyamlal Patnaik 
(Jt President, Birla Cellulose), Mr 
Anirudh Pangam (Head- Technical 
Services Laboratory, DyStar) and 
Mr. Vignesh Amalraj (Institute for 
Ecology, Technology and Innovation)) 
were among the distinguished 
panelists in the convention for the 
panel discussions. 

Some of the senior faculty members 
from UPTTI Kanpur, Chandra Shekhar 
Azad University of Agriculture and 
Technology Kanpur, NIFT Patna, were 
also there as panelists. 

There were more than 120 student 
participants in the convention, 
and among them 50 students were 
from outside like IIT Delhi, ICT 
Mumbai, NIFT Patna, NIFT Bareilly, 
IICT Bhadohi, GBPUAT Pantnagar, 
Uttarakhand, Chandra Shekhar 
Azad University of Agriculture and 
Technology Kanpur, Govt. Polytechnic 
Kanpur, etc. There was a research 
poster presentation session and 
competition where more than 
30 research based posters were 
presented by the PhD, PG and UG 
students.

The convention was ably sponsored 
by Grasim Industries (Aditya Birla), 
Birla Cellulose, OETI, Liva fluid 
fashion, Zydex Industries, DyStar 
Group, AMA Herbals, Intexso Biochem, 
Amogh Chemicals Pvt. Ltd., Mirachem 
Industries and Hiltex Overseas. The 
convention ended with a valedictory 
session, prize distribution to poster 
winners, and vote of thanks.

SDC EC Report
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Six students completed year one, 
gaining the FTCC qualification in 
summer 2023, three of whom have 
continued into year two, beginning 
the TCC component of the course. 

A further three students have 
joined them, following a year out, 
after successful completion of the 
FTCC in summer 2022. A gap of one 
academic year is deemed acceptable 
but, with continual evolution of 
modular content, any more may 
leave students at a disadvantage. 

Finally, three students successfully 
completed the TCC this year, one of 
which has progressed to the ASDC. 
This student is Zimbabwean and 
should be highly commended, not 
only for their success to date, but for 
the fact that English is their second 
language. Whilst as much provision 
as possible is made for students 
with alternative learning needs, it 
is without doubt their own tenacity 
which ultimately brings success. This 
student is a striking example of that. 

The academic year 2023-24 has 
seen four new students enrol
For the first year of the Textile Colouration Science and 
Technology Course, two from UK companies, one from New 
Zealand and one from Canada. A further UK student will 
rejoin for Module 2 in late January 2024. 

Education update by Dr Sue Hulbert, Education Manager

20
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Pat Hardcastle – SDC Chair, London and southern region

Henry Perkin and the Colour Revolution

In 1856, whilst working at 
London’s Royal College of 
Chemistry attempting to create 
artificial quinine to treat malaria 
he produced a vivid violet dye 
from coal tar, a waste product of 
the British coal gas industry.

Prior to this find textiles had been 
coloured with natural dyes made 
from plants, animals and minerals. 
As these had to be imported from 
Asia, Africa and South America and 
were therefore expensive, coloured 
clothes were only worn by the 
wealthy in Society.

Perkin was astute enough to see 
the commercial viability of his 
synthetic purple discovery and 
initially named it ‘Tyrian purple’ 
in order to give it market appeal. 
The original murex purple dye had 
been extremely expensive and had 
been subject to sumptuary laws in 
the Roman and medieval periods. 
He later changed the name to 
‘mauveine’ in homage to Parisian 
haute couture as Empress Eugenie 
of France often wore this colour.

Following Perkin’s discovery of this 
vibrant, deep mauve which was much 
brighter and bolder than the natural 
dyes currently used, London society, 
by August 1859 had succumbed to 
‘Mauve measles’ according to the 
satirical magazine Punch. 

Other chemists followed suit 
with more colourfast aniline dyes 
producing such shades as Brittania 
violet, fuchsine, red magenta, 
China blue and aniline yellow, the 
first Azo dye.

 The bulk commercial production 
of these enabled manufacturers to 
produce consistent colour in large 
quantities meaning that brightly 
coloured clothing became more 
affordable for the masses, this 
caused the collapse in the market 
for natural dyes.

However, this explosion of colour 
resulted in many animals and 
insects being exploited for the use 
of ever more colourful and exotic 
fashion accessories. Hundreds of 
thousands of hummingbird skins were 
shipped into the country each week 
and Trafalgar Square held weekly 
markets selling parrots for their 
feathers. One writer recalled that in 
1902, over 1600 packages of heron 
plumes were sold at just one London 
auction house to decorate hats.

Women were usually deemed to 
the ‘unofficial ‘perpetrators of this, 
though later in the century women 
began to organise political action 
groups to speak out against this 
‘murderous millinery’ Two groups, 
The Plumage League and The Fur, 
Feather and Fin folk combined 
to form the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds (RSPB) in 1889.

Although it had been British and 
French scientists pioneering the 
development of aniline dyes, it 
was Germany and Switzerland who 
rapidly came to dominate the new 
synthetic dye industry. By 1914, the 
range of basic synthetic colours ran 
into hundreds thought at that time 
to be ‘sufficiently comprehensive’ 
for all purposes. This, in turn, led 
to the development of their modern 
pharmaceutical industries.

Although Perkin’s find was 
useless for malaria it did lead to 
the discovery of many coal tar 
derivatives still used today including 
paracetamol and saccharine. 

The explosion of colour in the second half of the Victorian period owed its 
existence to the accidental discovery by a young student William Henry Perkin. 

Colour Revolution Exhibition

Step into a revolution of colour and dispel our monochrome idea of Victorian Britain.
Victorian art, fasion and design.
Ashmolean Museum – Oxford. 21st Sept 23 – 18th Feb 24
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Malcolm Campbell

Ready set colour with author, 
Malcolm the weaver!

The Children’s Cool Colouring 
Challenge’ has been launched in 
100 primary schools across West 
Yorkshire, with every participating 
school set to receive a trilogy of 
Malcolm the Weaver books for their 
library. Entries will close on 24 
November 2023 and The Yorkshire 
Children’s Charity will judge the 
entries and award a first prize of 
£200 to the winning school. 

The trilogy of books — written by 
Malcolm Campbell — aims to teach 
primary-aged children about colour, 
craft, textiles, sustainability and 
nature, as well as local geography 
and history, in the latest competition 
for West Yorkshire schools.

Commenting on the initiative, 
Malcolm Campbell said: “It’s essential 
that we continue to encourage 
creative skills in educational settings 
across the region – they are no less 
important than traditional skills 
children develop from subjects like 
English and Maths.”

This newly launched competition 
will help us to do that. “All children 
and adults should be given the 
opportunity to be creative — whether 
that be through dancing, drawing or 
painting — and to get out, play and 
see what nature has to offer.” 

Dr Graham Clayton, CEO of the 
Society of Dyers and Colourists, 
concluded: “The SDC is proud to be 
working with primary schools across 
the region to educate pupils in the 
importance of colour. The Malcolm 
the Weaver books offer a wealth of 
opportunities to engage children in 
the learning of textile traditions and 
geographical history. 

“For this competition in particular, 
the colouring pages feature three 
local landmarks across West 
Yorkshire, including Leeds Town 
Hall, Castle Hill in Huddersfield and 
Shibden Hall in Halifax. 

We hope this will help teachers 
in educating their pupils about the 
history, relevance and importance 
of each of these locations.”

Malcolm Campbell continues 
to work with schools and other 
education settings across the 
region to teach adults and children 
about colour, crafts, and the basics 
of weaving to offer them an outlet 
to be creative and to help further 
curriculum opportunities.

We’re delighted to announce the latest childrens’ colouring 
competition in collaboration with Leeds-based Yorkshire 
Children’s Charity and author Malcolm Campbell, who is also 
known as Malcolm the weaver.

It’s essential that we continue 
to encourage creative skills 
in educational settings across 
the region.”

“
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VivoBarefoot Competition

Nature. Creativity. Feet. — they all go together!
Are shoes inspired by Nature?

Malcolm Campbell’s efforts to 
educate children about colour, 
nature and sustainability don’t 
just stop there. Earlier last 
year, Malcolm partnered with 
VivoBarefoot to launch a ‘Nature 
Inspired Competition’ for kids to 
design their very own VivoBarefoot 
trainers — with the winning design 
being placed into production for the 
Spring/Summer 2023 collection.

The young participants were 
encouraged to let their imaginations 
run wild by using various materials 
to produce their entries, including 
pencils, flowers, vegetables, leaves 
and even mud!

As Malcolm the weaver says, “I’ve 
taken schoolkids on nature rambles to 
collect everything they need to make 
and dye a little piece of cloth from 
scraps of wool off fences and berries 
to make coloured dyes.  

When you show a kid how this is 
possible, it sows the seeds for them 
to realise it’s not all about just 
clicking a button and getting stuff. 
We learn to appreciate what nature 
provides and, like this, to look after 
it better.”

The winner received four pairs of 
Vivobarefoots for their whole family, 
and four runners-up also won a pair 
of VivoKids as well as Malcolm the 
weaver’s trilogy of children’s books.

An extract from The VivoBarefoot Story by Malcolm Campbell

“Roddy, how can I keep my feet warm and dry in all 
weathers?” Mairi asked her brother, “I’m not sure 
Mairi, let’s ask Malcolm the weaver.”

Malcolm the weaver was wise, and his magic loom 
knew the answer to everything. “Let me see” he 
said as he began weaving his magic spell.

“We get slippery feet in the Spring, with new 
dew grass and flowers, hot and sweaty feet in the 
summer from all the heat and dirt, wet feet in the 
Autumn with damp leaves and puddles and cold feet 
in the Winter from all the ice and snow.

In ancient footwear, shoes were made from natural 
things such as woven straw and reeds, hemp, wool, 
cork, wild leather, rubber, cotton and silk.

Footwear can also be coloured from Planet  
Earth, harmonious with nature. Brown and tan 
from mud and clay, green from purple heather, 
reds from berries and magenta from yellow 
dandelions. Different plants have different  
colours inside them.

Can you imagine these wonderful messy shades on a 
pair of your shoes?” asked Malcolm the weaver. 

Roddy and Mairi were excited, “Let us create 
colours and patterns from nature, let us paint our 
shoes for the seasons.”
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SDC International Conference 2024

Sustainability and Circularity 
within Coloration — Innovations in 
sustainably supplying the needs of 
eight billion plus people 

The event will see speakers discuss 
sustainability and circularity within 
the global textile coloration sector. 

Taking place on the 18-19th June 
2024 at the Manchester Conference 
Centre, the event is open to 
members and non-members of the 
SDC and aims to explore four key 
themes across its programme: 

Professor Calvin Wong, CEO & centre 
director at AiDLab and professor in 
Fashion at PolyU in Hong Kong, will 
deliver the keynote presentation in 
the ‘Artificial Intelligence in textile 
production’ stream.

Raj Tanna, founder and managing 
director of the Schützen Group 
in Mumbai, India, will provide a 
keynote presentation for the stream 
‘Reinventing dyeing and finishing’.

Gjuillaume Boissonnat, Chief 
Scientific Officer at PILI in France, will 
provide the third keynote on ‘Bringing 
natural into Manufacturing’.

Surinder Chahal, vice president 
of customer alliances at Croda will 
be the final keynote speaker for the 
fourth theme which will focus on the 
‘Sustainable impact of textile dying on 
our world’.

Graham Clayton, CEO of The 
Society of Dyers and Colourists,  
said: “This global conference is being 
held as a result of feedback from 
members of the society, who are 
seeking more internationalism. 

The SDC continues to maintain its 
online meetings for webinars and 
committees as a way of convenience 
and minimising travel for its 
members. However, this event has 
been designed to address the need 
for in-person collaboration and the 
society hopes to deliver a conference 
that enlarges attendees’ networks 
and knowledge, including those who 
already hold SDC Membership.” 

Prof Chris Carr, SDC president 
2023-24 and professor in Textile 
Technology at the University of Leeds 
also commented: “The concepts of 
sustainability and circularity are not 
new but there are more contemporary 
ways of addressing them. 

As a leading academic I see first-
hand many industry issues and I 
invite those working in the sector to 
this conference to contribute to the 
discussion, help shape further change, 
learn and drive positive impacts on our 
industry and the world.” 

Commenting on the forthcoming 
conference, Susan Kay-Williams, 
upcoming SDC president for 2024-
25 and chief executive at The Royal 
School of Needlework concluded: 

“This event will take place not long 
after I am officially appointed SDC 
president, but I am very aware its 
development has spanned the terms of 
office of the two previous presidents. 

This input makes the conference  
a fabulous opportunity to hear from 
the best-of-the-best and adopt 
innovations that arise at the interfaces 
of textiles, colour history, natural 
colorants and other developments 
such as Artificial Intelligence.” 

The SDC now invites abstracts for 
other presentations and posters under 
these four themes and details of how 
to submit details and be a speaker 
at the event are to be found on the 
conference website. 

To find out more about The SDC’s 
international conference, please visit 
www.sustcirc.org.

We’d like to formally invite you to register your attendance for the upcoming 
SDC International Conference 2024! 

www.sustcirc.org
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Chartered Colourists

The following professionally active members are entitled to describe themselves 
as Chartered Colourists and are encouraged to maintain a high level of 
professionalism in their field of expertise and develop their career through 
Continuing Personal or Professional Development (CPD).

ASSOCIATES: CCol ASDC
Ahmad, Mubashar
Andrews, Robert
Arana, Clare Louise
Baker, Geoffrey
Bentham, Martin
Bide, Martin John
Blackburn, Richard Simon
Blackburn, James Anthony
Boardman, Christopher
Bolton, Susan Margaret
Booth, Kim Vincent
Botterill, Adrian Michael
Boulter, Georgina Helen
Brooke, Matthew John A
Brookes, Alan
Bull, Beverley Anne
Bull, Steven Bruce
Butterworth, Michael
Carlile, Glyn
Chamberlin, Meriel Sian
Chan, Ka Keung
Chan, Kwok Keung Alfred
Cheuk, Hon Kin Kelvin
Cheung, Tsz Lock Vien
Ching, Chi Chung
Chiu, Man Sze Deborah
Choi, Pui Shan Rise
Chong, Chau Lam
Chong, Patrick Tak Fu
Chong, Kuen Chor
Chopdekar, Sambhaji R
Chou, Wan Fung David
Chow, Wing Bun William
Chu, Fu Wah
Chu, Wang King
Chung, Chi Shing
Chung, Yiu Sing Sidney
Clay, Seth Ramsey
Collins, Geoffrey William
Collins, Stephen
Collins, Paul
Collinson, Simon Peter
Cunningham, Alan David
Debs, Zouhair
Farrington, David

Fergusson, Stanley Macarthur
Filarowski, Andrzej Jozef
Finnen, Rodney David
Fisher-Ives, Paul
Flowers, Stephen John
Foster, Alex
Gesh, Andrew
Gharge, Mukund
Goodwin, Peter
Goswami, Parik
Graham, Carol
Greenlees, John Frederick
Grzesiczek, Adrian
Gupta, Sumit
Hall, Stephen Karl
Hamilton, Paul
Hawkes, Richard Alan
Hicks, Herbert James
Ho, Kwok Yiu
Hoggett, John
Holdstock, Christine Ruth
Islam, Md Fakhrul
Jarag, Krishna Jagannath
Kan, Chi-Wai
Kearns, Michael Henry
Kwan, Ngok
Lai, Kui Sing Walter
Lam, Chun Wai Jack
Lam, Siu Wing
Lam, Yuk Ming Calvin
Lau, Lai Ngo Holly
Lawton, Samuel Peter
Lee, Andrew Nigel
Lee, Tsz Chiu Wallace
Lever, Michael Andrew
Lo, Samuel Kwong-Wing
Lo, Yau Leung Philip
Lye, Jason
Maddison, Paul Michael
Mak, Chi Ming Franky
Mak, Cho Fai Alex
Malaviarachchige, Sanjeewa
Marshall, Sarah Ann
Mazengarb, Simon Andrew
McCaffrey, Sean
McLaren, Richard Paul

Menezes, Edward
Mohsin, Muhammad
Morel, Olivier Jean-Louis Xavier
Morris, Paul John Clement
Morton, Antony
Mulla, Rafiq
Murfet, George John
Murphy, John
Myring, Charles Robert
Naik, Subhash
Naylor, Edward
Ng, Cheung Wai
Ng, Ching Yee Jessica
Ngai, Spike C M
Pariti, Sivaramakumar
Parton, Keith
Paton, Ian Crawford
Patra, Arun Kumar
Paul, Roshan
Payne, Stephen
Peake, Charles Edward
Poole, Benjamin
Poon, Chi Cho Leslie
Rodger, John David
Rogers, Mark Alexander
Rogers, Paul
Ross, Alan Mark
Rudkin, Geoffrey Dennis
Shanmugam, Balaji
Sheikh, Javed
Siu, Linus Yuk Chiu
Smith, Timothy
Srivistava, Jitendra Kumar
Stanton, Peter Roy
Stewart, Strachan Kerr
Strong, Kathryn Frances
Sullivan, Paul Jason
Tam, Kwok Man Billie
Tattersall, Geoffrey Joseph
Thompson, Andrew Philip
Tindal, Alec Stewart
Towns, Andrew David
Traynor, James
Tsang, Wai Hing Benny
Tsui, Sui Mei Shadow
Tyahcootee, Mooroogen
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Chartered Colourists

Varey, William Andrew
Walker, Stephen
Warden, John Raymond
Welham, Arthur Charles
Wilkinson, Ann
Williamson, Stuart Bradley
Wong, Hiu Fan William
Wong, Kai Man
Wong, Ka Wai Kevin
Wong, Wing Hung Basto
Woodward, Christopher
Wragg, Peter John
Yang, Pui Chi Brenda
Yare, Mark Andrew
Yau, Havel Wai Kwong
Yeung, Chuen Kwai Patrick
Yeung, Kwok Wing Philip
Yiu, Chi Pang William
Yuen, Chun Wah Marcus
Yung, Hon Kay Terence

FELLOWS: CCol FSDC
Babar, Junaid
Baker, Geoffrey
Best, Janet Sandra
Bide, Martin John
Blackburn, Richard Simon
Bolton, Susan Margaret
Campbell, Malcolm
Chan, Kwok Keung Alfred
Cheung, Tsz Lock Vien
Chong, Patrick Tak Fu
Collishaw, Peter Stanley
Durrans, John
Easton, John Richard
Gupte, Vilas
Hallas, Geoffrey
Hansford, John Alan
Hanson, John Keith
Hawkyard, Christopher John
Holdstock, Christine Ruth
Kan, Chi-Wai
Lam, Yuk Ming Calvin
McCaffrey, Sean
Mahapatra, Nandan
Murphy, John
Nimkar, Ullhas Manohar
Parton, Keith
Paul, Roshan
Prasad, Anjani
Provost, John Reginald
Rippon, John Anthony
Rudkin, Geoffrey Dennis
Sabnis, Ram
Sane, Vijay Y
Saraf, Naresh Mahavirprasad

Sheikh, Javed
Sivaramakrishnan, C N
Srivastava, Jitendra Kumar
Stewart, Strachan Kerr
Stones, Roy
Straughan, Elizabeth Jane
Thatcher, Gavin
Welham, Arthur Charles
Williams, Susan Ruth
Williamson, Stuart Bradley
Yeung, Chuen Kwai Patrick
Yeung, Kwok Wing Philip
Yuen, Chun Wah Marcus

The following retired members are 
entitled to describe themselves as 
Chartered Colourists, however, they 
are no longer professionally active.

ASSOCIATES: CCol ASDC
Abel, Adrian George
Adcock, Peter Rodney
Adshead, Kenneth
Ardern, Marjorie
Atchison, Brian Anthony
Baker, Anthony John
Baldwinson, Terence Michael
Barker, David John
Barks, David Frederick
Barras, Kenneth
Beardsley, Jeffrey Zaph
Beckwith, Norman Roy
Belshaw, Roy Lester
Bilbie, Harry
Brennan, Philip Gerard
Browne, Noel McMillan
Byrne, Vincent
Catterall, Michael Leonard
Chan, Ching To
Chan, Ka Ku
Chan, Paul Pook
Cheng, Yuen Ping Shirley
Ciesielski, John Frank
Cockroft, Steven
Condon, Brian Frederick
Conroy, Ian Stuart
Constant, David Frederick
Corsham, Terry Ernest
Crews, Charles Peter
Davenport, Raymond
Dyson, John Edward
Eddy, Ronald Charles
Elliott, Michael Stanley
Finking, John Richard
Fulton, Robert Jamieson
Fung, Walter

Gee, Anthony Thomas
Goonewardene, Harendra S R
Gordon, John
Gordon, Roy
Graham, John
Green, Philip James
Greenwood, Peter Frank
Groves, James Martin Cameron
Harrison, James
Hawkes, James Anthony
Hazell, Anthony Gilbert
Heaton, Michael
Hetherington, Peter Warren
Ho, Kwong Yu Thomas
Hodcroft, Barry Arthur
Horton, Francis John
Hughes, David William
Hughes, Leonard
Ingham, David John
Jones, David William
Jones, Michael
Lam, King Man Clement
Latham, Francis Robert
Lau, Kwok Ching
Leadbetter, Peter William
Lee, Yuen-Hoi David
Lester, Frank G
Leung, Ping Yiu
Liu, Kam Wing
McIlmoyle, Adrian Joseph
McIlroy, Thomas Andrew
McKeand, Alan Henry
McPhee, Robert Martin
Metcalf, Edwin George
Middleton, John Falconer
Morris, Sheila Joan
Morris, John Leslie
Mycroft, Paul Steven
Newton, Eric John
Ng, Wo Mau
Nutter, Malcolm
Oldroyd, John Michael
Park, James
Potter, Keith John
Radford, John Anthony
Randle, Stuart
Santokhi, Gopal Krishnan
Sellars, Brian
Senior, Hubert Leslie
Senior, Colin
Shenton, Alan
Sin, Kwan Moon
Sirisena, Cyril Sathyananda
Smedley, Graham
Smith, David Bancroft
Smith, Jeffrey Valentine
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Chartered Colourists

Swanston, John Bennet
Taylor, Derek Watson
Tsui, Sum Wing
Tsun, Daniel Shu Chiu
Wagstaffe, John Robert
Wilkinson, John Malcolm
Wong, Chau Yu
Woods, Kenneth Frampton
Woodward, Adrian Thomas
Yeung, Hok Wo Henry

FELLOWS: CCol FSDC
Arbuckle, Alexander Weir
Baldwinson, Terence Michael
Bartle, Michael Glover
Bhate, Prakash
Booth, Gerald
Chan, Ka Ku
Cheung, Kai Shing
Christie, Robert Matthews
Corbett, John Frank
Dawson, John Frederic
Diggle, Peter Anthony
Duffield, Peter Anthony
Elliott, Michael Stanley
Fulton, Robert Jamieson
Laing, Ian Geoffrey
Lam, King Man Clement
Larkins, Trevor Harry
Latham, Francis Robert
Lau, Kwok Ching
Leadbetter, Peter William
McDonald, Roderick
McDowell, William
McIlroy, Thomas Andrew
Moore, Bernard Franklyn
Nadiger, Guddo Shivarao
Newton, Eric John
Park, James
Purves, John Alan
Reynolds, Derek
Samuels, Arnold
Santokhi, Gopal Krishnan
Sargeant, Christopher John
Scotney, John
Wardman, Roger Haig
Wilkinson, Stuart Peter
Yeung, Hok Wo Henry

The following are Associates and 
are working towards Chartered 
Colourist status

ASSOCIATES: ASDC
Bamford, Debra
Choi, Wai Pang Brian
Chu, Amy Yi
Colebourn, Helen
Deane, Jane Elizabeth
Jones, Celina
Jones, Damindi
Kaimouz, Ahmed Wassim
Kulasekara, Janitha
Little, Alistair Steven
Mok, Terry Kwong Wai
Rampley, Hannah
Shing, Vincent
Walker, Victoria
Wood, Laura

The following are Fellows and 
are working towards Chartered 
Colourist status

FELLOWS: FSDC
Dedhia, Ela
Islam, Mohammad Tajul
Kay-Williams, Susan
Mehra, Anil
Mok, Wai Biu Patrick
Rao, Gudiguntla V G
Silva, Anura S P

Thank you for reading the December 2023 edition of The Colourist. Look out for our next issue in March.


