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It’s sad to know the death of Dr Roderick McDonald (Eric). His most famous work is the 
development of J & C Coats colour-difference formula, or JPC79 equation. The equation later 
became the standard of Colour Measurement Committee (CMC) of the Society of Dyers and 
Colourists (SDC) and renamed as CMC equation in 1984. It has been an ISO standard (ISO 105 
J03) for textile industry since 1990. 

I did my PhD research at the Dept. of Colour Chemistry and Technology at Bradford University 
between 1982-1986. Eric was a part-time PhD student. However, I did not meet him in person at 
the University. He was working as a chief scientist for J & P coats HQ based in Scotland. I admire 
him very much due to his high-quality publications and he stimulated many new ideas. 

I met Eric at the International Colour Association (AIC) 1985 conference in Monaco. The colour 
difference section was arranged in the afternoon of the last day (Friday). My presentation was 
almost the last one. Many delegates left early to catch flights. However, Eric was there and paid 
great attention to my talk. He also asked many in-depth questions using his strong Scottish 
accent. He then turned out to be one of my PhD examiners. I then went to work at Crosfield 
Electronic (Ex-Fuji Film Electronic Imaging). Afterwards, I started my academic career from 
Colour and Imaging Institute (CII) at University of Derby [1993-2004], and Department of Colour 
Science at University of Leeds [2004-2011]. Coats kindly supported my colour science research 
work in these periods. 

Eric is a multi-talented person, an outstanding colour engineer, excellent dancer, one of the 
fastest typists in Scotland. He is a research leader, a gentleman and warm-hearted person.  

Finally, on behalf of my ex-colleagues at Loughborough, Derby, Leeds, CMC and ISO members, I 
like to express our great sadness to miss a great friend. 

 Ronnier Luo 

 


