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Climate Threads

Visual Storytelling Around Climate Change and Sustainability

Sustainability Isn’t Optional—It’s the Future of Textile Design

Let’s be clear: climate change is no longer a distant threat—it’s here, and it’s reshaping
every aspect of our lives. In the textile industry, we stand at a crossroads. We can either
continue down a path of short-term profit and environmental neglect, or we can lead the
charge toward a more sustainable, responsible future.
The choice is ours—but the time to act is now.

The SDC International Design Competition is renowned for
bringing together students, researchers, industry
professionals, and designers from around the world

to give students a platform to showcase their creativity,
technical knowledge and vision on an international scale.
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Sustainability must be the beating heart of textile education and practice. It’s not a trend
or a module to tick off—it’s a moral imperative. Every product we design, every material
we choose, every process we implement has consequences. Designing for durability isn’t
just about longevity; it’s about integrity. It’s about asking:

Who made this?
How was it made?
What impact will it have on the planet and its people?

If you're just starting your career in textiles, you have a unique opportunity—and
responsibility—to challenge the status quo. Don’t settle for surface-level solutions or
marketing spin. Dig deeper. Question everything. Investigate the real costs and benefits
of your design choices. Sustainability is complex, yes—but complexity is no excuse for
complacency. There are myths out there—plenty of them.

Some say sustainability is too expensive, too complicated, or too limiting.
But the truth is, sustainable design is smarter design. It’s innovative,
future-proof, and deeply human. And it’s the only kind of design
that truly respects the world we live in.

So, make sustainability your starting point—not your afterthought.
Let it guide your creativity, your ethics, and your ambition.

Because in the end, the most powerful thing you can

design is a better future.




Overview

Climate Threads invites textile designers to explore the urgent
realities of climate change and sustainability through the
expressive power of color and material. This competition
challenges participants to create textiles that tell compelling
stories—whether cautionary, hopeful, or transformative—using
coloration as a central design element.

Theme Focus

Participants should consider:
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<  Color as Narrative: Use color to evoke
environmental themes—rising temperatures,

melting ice, polluted oceans, regrowth, resilience,
etc.

<«  Sustainable Coloration: Explore existing and new
dyeing and printing techniques and demonstrate
how and why their use is appropriate given the
theme.
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»  Symbolism & Emotion: Convey the emotional
impact of climate change—Iloss, urgency, hope,
activism—through color palettes and transitions.
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»  Material & Texture: Combine coloration with
texture to enhance storytelling

Design Categories

<«  Printed Textiles — digital, screen, or block printing
with a focus on color symbolism.

<  Dyed Textiles — experimental or traditional dyeing
techniques.

<«  Woven/Knitted Textiles — color interplay

through yarn selection and structure.




All entries should show evidence

of thefollowing:
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Colour as an integral component of the design process.

Development of the designs, from concept to final product within the
theme.

Analysis of alternative ideas and justification of

choices made about the materials used in the design.

Investigation of the application and commercialisation of the design.
Analysis how the design fulfils the needs of current global requirements
for textiles.

Excellent presentation and clarity of ideas.

Important considerations:
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What is your final product?

Think about colour, textures, patterns, and weight and handle.
Consider the context in which it will appear and why it is ultimately a
good piece of design in terms of industry’s commercial value and

sustainability.
Where will it be sold?
What effect will it have on the planet?



Marks will be awarded to those who can

demonstrate a design aligned to the brief

The judges are looking for a creative use of colour paired with a clear
commentary on how the challenges our planet faces affected your
inspiration and design.

Judging will be broken down into the following categories:

» Creativity

Innovative design with creative use of colour that clearly shows how
your design is informed by the adversity our planet is facing.

» Concept

Coherent development of ideas that are practical and commercial with
life cycle taken into consideration.

» Quality of deliverables

Clear, informative and coherent delivery of the entry with wide
ranged, high-quality research used to develop the design. Highly
creative and professional.

» Narrative Strength
How effectively the design communicates a climate-related story.
» Aesthetic & Technical Quality

Craftsmanship, composition, and visual appeal.




Deliverables required for

competition entry

Up to four A2 Boards to evidence your design from concept
through to development and finished design, inclusive of colour
palette. Can include mood board, drawings, CAD’s and imagery.

Supporting Written Commentary
A4 Sheet - Up to 500 Words to include:
Design purpose and inspiration

L)

% Colour inspiration

** Relevance to the brief — how did you interpret the brief?
** What did it mean to you?

Presentation to the Judges

Upon meeting our judges, you will have the opportunity to share
more about your design and

bring your passion and motivations to life.




Eligibility and Timeline

The competition is open to SDC College members only within the following
countries: Australia, Bangladesh, Hong Kong, India, Ireland, New Zealand,
Pakistan, Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam and the
United Kingdom.

Entrants must be pursuing a fashion or textiles
Undergraduate or Post Graduate degree at a
University or College at the time of entry and must
be aged 18 or over.

Entry is through the college tutor and photographs of
students’ boards and supporting written commentary
to be uploaded to the SDC website.

No extra portfolio or body of work should be
submitted outside of the required deliverables

Only one product should be designed per entry (this
can be presented in various colourways).

Imagery of physical prototypes are welcome. ‘
However, a physical prototype is not required for L\\
submission as this is a concept design. Despite this
the product must still hold commercial viability.

October 2025
Competition is launched

January — August 2026
Regional, national and international ‘Heats’ are held

May — June 2026
UK final takes place

November 2026
International grand final takes place — winner announced




b Wondering

where to begin?

You'll be given access to a variety of online
bitesize tools that have been curated and
developed by industry experts covering a range
of topics to support, inform, and inspire your
competition entries.

Notable winners from previous years:
Laduma Ngxokolo \7\
South Africa
\ | Rosie Moorman ;

! United Kingdom
B Aoife Mullane

BN/ Ireland >

Lucy Polson >
Australia and New Zealand




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8

