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A Globally Recognised Qualification for Colour 
Professionals 

 

The Textile Coloration Science and Technology programme, delivered fully online via 
distance learning, is the only professional qualification for colourists worldwide. It 
leads to the prestigious award of Associateship of the Society of Dyers and 
Colourists (ASDC) and offers a clear progression route to the internationally 
recognised professional status of Chartered Colourist (CCol). 

Developed and delivered by industry and academic experts, this qualification is 
suitable both for newcomers to Level 6 study and for experienced professionals 
seeking formal recognition of their knowledge and skills. 

Whether you aim to complete the full ASDC programme or study individual modules 
for standalone professional development, this modular course provides the flexibility, 
credibility, and support to suit your goals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Society of Dyers 
and Colourists    
Find out more 

https://sdc.org.uk/
https://sdc.org.uk/


Why Study Textile Coloration Science and Technology? 

The practical application of colour science in dyeing and printing textiles demands 
both technical skill and a strong understanding of chemical and physical principles. 
This programme enables learners to: 

• Build a deep understanding of the fundamental science behind textile dyeing 
and printing. 

• Gain an independently, professionally benchmarked qualification (Level 6, 
comparable to a UK BSc Honours degree). 

• Study a modular programme that accommodates a wide range of 
backgrounds and learning styles. 

• Improve career prospects in the global textile and coloration industries. 
• Join an international community of professionals committed to excellence in 

colour science and technology. 
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Programme Structure 

The full course consists of six modules; delivered entirely online as a learner-driven 
distance learning programme, to ensure optimum flexibility.  

There are two study options:
 

Option 1: Full Programme (ASDC by examination) 

• Study the two modules running per year over a three year period. 
• Successfully complete all six modules to achieve the Associateship of the 

Society of Dyers and Colourists (ASDC). 
• ASDC holders may apply for the globally recognised professional status of 

Chartered Colourist (CCol). 

����� Minimum duration: 3 years 

This pathway is ideal for: 

• Employers who are looking to invest in staff education and equip them for 
senior leadership roles within the company. 

• Professionals working in the textile coloration industry who want to develop 
and realise their potential for career development and progression. 

• Learners with a passion for building knowledge and understanding of the 
fundamentals of textile coloration.

 

Option 2: Single Module (Certificate of Higher Education) 

• Study one module of your choice in any given academic period.  
• On successful completion of a module, (with exam) earn a SDC Certificate of 

Higher Education for that subject. 
• Learners may complete 6 modules over a flexible 6 to 10 year period and 

exchange the successfully gained Certificates for the award of ASDC. 
• Audit the module (without taking the exam) for a more relaxed, informal 

learning experience, without the pressure of sitting an examination. 

����� Single module duration is 1 year. The examination is optional but must be 
passed to obtain an SDC Certificate of Higher Education. 

This pathway is ideal for: 

• Employers supporting staff education, and development related to their 
current job role. 

• Professionals wanting to build depth and breadth of knowledge within a 
specific area related to their current daily work. 

• Learners preferring a gradual, lower-commitment entry point to SDC higher 
education. 



How You’ll Learn 

Study is delivered online via the SDC’s virtual learning environment, Colour Network. 

Each module includes: 

• Narrated video lessons with printable transcripts. 
• Structured lessons and sub-topics.  
• Reading materials, including extracts from books and technical papers. 
• Interactive progress quizzes and self-assessments. 
• Access to Coloration Technology online. This is the SDC’s peer-reviewed 

technical journal. 

Learners study independently at a time and place that suits them in order to fit-in 
with busy work-life schedules. 

 

Assessment 

Each module concludes with an online exam in the month of May. Learners must 
complete and pass exams for each module to continue their ASDC journey or obtain 
an SDC Certificate of Higher Education. 

To obtain the full ASDC, learners must: 

• Pass all six modules 
• Be a voting member of the SDC 
• Demonstrate relevant industrial experience  

For learners completing three modules, the award of  Licentiateship of the SDC 
(LSDC) may be awarded at the discretion of the SDC Examination Qualification and 
Accreditation Board (EQAB). 

 

��� Lifelong Colour Education Pathway 

This programme is part of the SDC’s lifelong education pathway, offering 
opportunities for professional development at every stage of your career. After 
achieving ASDC, learners may progress to the globally recognised professional 
status of: 

��� Chartered Colourist (CCol) 

This represents the highest level of professional achievement in the field of textile 
coloration science and technology. 



���������� How to Apply 

Closing date for all applications is nominally 01 September. Use the QR code or 
select a web-link. Modules are priced at £2000 per module. 

Option 1: Full programme (ASDC route) 

 

Option 2: Individual Module (SDC Certificate of Higher Education, SDC CHEd) 

  

Colour Physics 

ASDC application form TCST Level 6 ASDC 
Find out more 

Textile Printing          
Find out more and apply 

Dyeing of Synthetic Fibres 
Find out more and apply 

Dyeing of Natural Fibres 
Find out more and apply 

Sustainable Innovation in 
the Coloration Industry
Find out more and apply 

Chemistry of Colourants 
Find out more and apply 

 Colour Physics     
Find out more and apply 

https://sdc.org.uk/product/the-certificate-of-higher-education-in-colour-physics/
https://fs26.formsite.com/SocietyDyersColourists/form18/index
https://sdc.org.uk/textile-coloration-science-and-technology-level-6-leading-to-asdc/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/the-certificate-of-higher-education-in-textile-printing-level-6/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/the-certificate-of-higher-education-in-dyeing-of-synthetic-fibres-level-6/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/the-certificate-of-higher-education-in-dyeing-of-natural-fibres-level-6/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/the-certificate-of-higher-education-in-sustainable-innovation-in-the-coloration-industry-level-6/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/the-certificate-of-higher-education-in-sustainable-innovation-in-the-coloration-industry-level-6/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/the-certificate-of-higher-education-in-chemistry-of-colourants-and-auxiliary-chemicals-level-6/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/the-certificate-of-higher-education-in-chemistry-of-colourants-and-auxiliary-chemicals-level-6/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/the-certificate-of-higher-education-in-colour-physics/


�� What’s Included in the Course Fee? 

Upon payment, learners receive: 

1. Non-voting membership of the SDC. 

2. Full access to all course materials for the enrolled module(s). 

3. Video instruction and narrated lessons. 

4. Access to SDC publications and supplementary readings. 

5. Access to Coloration Technology journal, online. 

6. Examination and marking fees. Resit examinations and marking may incur an 

additional cost.  

 

������������ Modules & Schedule (applicable for full programme - 
ASDC by examination) 

Module Name Start Date Exam Date 

Dyeing of Synthetic Fibres October 2026 May 2027 

Textile Printing October 2026 May 2027 

Chemistry of Colourants October 2027 May 2028 

Colour Physics October 2027 May 2028 

Dyeing of Natural Fibres October 2028 May 2029 

Sustainable Innovation in the Coloration Industry October 2028 May 2029 

The SDC reserves the right to introduce new modules, alter content, or revise the 
order of delivery. Fair notice will be given to all enrolled students. 

 

 

 

 



�� Entry Requirements 
Option 1: Full Programme (ASDC by examination) 

Applicants will be accepted on a case-by-case basis and, ideally, should meet one or 
both of the following criteria: 

• SDC Textile Coloration Certificate (TCC)
• Equivalent to UK A-level (Level 3) science qualifications (including chemistry)

� English Language 

Non-native English speakers must demonstrate proficiency in English Language, 
with either evidence of a completed IELTS test, achieving a score of 6.5 overall, 
proof of undertaking a technical qualification (level 2 or higher) that is primarily 
delivered in English, or GCSE English Language (level 2), C/4. 

Option 2: Single Module (SDC Certificate of Higher Education) 

There are no formal entry requirements for taking single modules. However, the 
following guidelines are strongly recommended. Applicants should contact the SDC 
to discuss their individual situation.  

� English Language 

Non-native English speakers must demonstrate proficiency in English Language, 
with either evidence of a completed IELTS test, achieving a score of 6.5 overall, 
proof of undertaking a technical qualification (level 2 or higher) that is primarily 
delivered in English, or GCSE English Language (level 2), C/4. 

Module Recommended science qualification(s) 

Dyeing of Natural Fibres GCSE (level 2) Chemistry, B/6 

Dyeing of Synthetic Fibres GCSE (level 2) Chemistry, B/6 

Textile Printing GCSE (level 2) Chemistry, B/6 

Sustainable Innovation in the 
Coloration Industry 

GCSE (level 2) Chemistry and/or Biology, B/6 

Chemistry of Colourants A level (level 3) Chemistry. 

Colour Physics A level (level 3) Physics, Mathematics or 
Chemistry. 



Further Information and Contact 

 

Dr Antony Morton  ASDC, CCol 

SDC Education Officer 

antonym@sdc.org.uk 
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