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Basic Introduction to Sustainability: Video Transcript

Any global industry needs to ensure that sustainability is at the top of its agenda and the textile
industry is no exception.

This not only includes environmental sustainability but social and financial sustainability too.

It’s vital that the industry cares for and respects the environment in which it operates and the
people that it relies on.

Environmental damage is a major concern within the textile industry and some of the factors that
need consideration include;

e the sourcing and production of the chemicals involved

e the energy and water use during production of fibres and fabrics
e the treatment of any waste chemicals

e the transportation methods and distance involved

e the energy, chemical and water use during the life of a garment
e what happens at the end of a garment’s life

Some of these factors require careful thought and it always pays to question whether there is an
alternative material, process or production method that may reduce the environmental impact.

Being socially sustainable means that the company cares for its workforce and rewards them
appropriately. Are the companies that you deal with behaving in such a manner?

Financial sustainability means that the company can continue to make a positive impact for years
to come.

Whatever aspect of sustainability is under consideration — environmental, social or financial — we
must always look for, and support, the most sustainable practice available and the companies that
endorse those practices.

To find out more about sustainability have a look at our Sustainability Webinar Recording list and
links below - these are available free of charge to SDC Members (Individuals, Company Members &
Educational Provider Members). To find out more about some of the processes involved in textile
colouration look at our videos on fibres and dyes.
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https://sdc.org.uk/colour-education/courses/?_sft_product_cat=foundation

Sustainability Series Webinar One SDC-W25 by Meriel Chamberlin, Anna Bateman & Phil Patterson
[NB this recording is free of charge to all].

Sustainability and circularity — a manufacturer’s view SDC-W26 by Leonie Vaas, Tim Clark & Jane
Middleton Smith and chaired by Dr Claire Lerpiniere

Webinar Series Dyeing and Finishing - a safe and sustainable process? SDC-W27 by Rob Andrews,
Prasad Plant Lee Howarth & John Murphy and chaired by SDC President Ullhas Nimkar

Sustainability webinar series - Dyeing and Finishing, the innovation SDC-W28 by Jana van Den Bergen,
Jim Ajioka & Nikita Jayasuriya and chaired by Anjani Prasad

Sustainability webinar series Localisation in the textile market - socio economic impact SDC-W29 by
Rashmi Bharti, Sam Erahapola, Nawshin Khair and Chaired by Afsana Ferdousi

Natural Dyes / Alternative Dyes SDC-W30 by Jackie Andrews, Jessica Gianotti and Chaired by Dr
Mohsin CCol ASDC
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https://sdc.org.uk/product/sustainability-series-webinar-one-sdc-w25/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/sustainability-and-circularity-a-manufacturers-view-sdc-w26/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/webinar-series-dyeing-and-finishing-a-safe-and-sustainable-process-sdc-w27/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/sustainability-webinar-series-dyeing-and-finishing-the-innovation-sdc-w28/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/sustainability-webinar-series-localisation-in-the-textile-market-socio-economic-impact-sdc-w29/
https://sdc.org.uk/product/natural-dyes-alternative-dyes-sdc-w30/
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