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Dr Ian Holme: A tribute 
 
By John Scrimshaw  
Head of Content 
World Textile Information Network (WTIN) 
 
The death of Dr Ian Holme on 2 May came as a shock to his friends and colleagues, despite their 
knowledge of his long fight against cancer. As Technical Editor of both International Dyer & Technical 
Finisher and Knitting International, as well as a regular contributor to wtin.com, he had, only a little 
earlier, delivered two substantial articles for publication, both of them written with his customary 
precision and clarity. 
 
Five days before his death, he had been expected to meet old friends at the Day of Celebration 
organised by the Society of Dyers and Colourists (SDC) in York, UK – the Society’s most important 
annual gathering, bringing together members and guests from all over the world, and the occasion 
for the presentation of its prestigious honours and professional qualifications. As a loyal SDC 
supporter and holder of its highest award, Honorary Membership, it was an occasion Ian rarely, if 
ever, missed. But it transpired that this was the day he was admitted to a hospice in his home town 
of Leeds, after which his condition deteriorated rapidly. He was 78 years old.    
 
Ian had been Technical Editor of International Dyer for almost two decades and his reliable and 
readable technical insights played a large part in the journal’s continuing success over some difficult 
years for the textile industry and its associated publishers. Earlier this year he reminisced that, in all 
that time, he had never missed an edition, and he was proud of his record of having published well 
over 1,000 papers and articles in both academic and industry journals. 
  
As a senior lecturer at the University of Leeds, where he worked for 25 years, he guided more than 
40 postgraduate students thought their PhDs in textile dyeing and finishing. Most are now in senior 
roles in industry and these historic links, together with his profile as an author and his frequent 
speaking engagements, contributed to a celebrity that continued long after his notional retirement. 
His professional career was also littered with honours from a bewildering list of learned societies and 
professional bodies.  
 
Ian Holme graduated in Textile Chemistry at the University of Leeds in 1962 and, after researching 
nylon finishing for his PhD, joined the dyeing research laboratories of Courtaulds Ltd. In 1970 he 
became dyeing manager of two of the largest and most automated dyehouses in the UK, dyeing all 
types of fibres and yarns. He joined Leeds University as a lecturer in 1974, receiving promotion to 
senior lecturer in 1985. 
 
One of his strongest affiliations was to the SDC, where his contribution has been widely recognised. 
He joined the Society in 1964, two years after graduating, and became a Fellow of the Society and a 
Chartered Colourist in 1979.  He served on many of the Society’s committees and as chair of its 
Council. In the 1970s, as honorary secretary of the Adjacent Fabrics Subcommittee, Ian was 
instrumental, along with David Blackburn and the late J Kenneth Skelly, in introducing the 
groundbreaking SDC multi-fibre adjacent fabric, which is now a cornerstone of the Society’s 
commercial arm, SDC Enterprises Ltd, and sold worldwide.  As SDC President in 1999-2000 he 
travelled to India and initiated the discussions that led to the formation of the SDC Mumbai region, 
which in turn has led to the formation of SDC India and to the internationalisation of the Society.  He 
also advocated the setting up of the SDC Patron Scheme. He received the Society’s Silver Medal in 
1984, its Centenary Medal in 2006, and became an Honorary Member in 2007. 
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Ian was equally active in the Textile Institute, which he joined in 1962, and went on to chair various 
committees. He received the TI’s Warner Memorial Award and Section Service Award and became a 
Fellow of the Institute in 1969. He was one of the founding tutors for the Institute’s Introduction to 
Textiles Course and also served as editor-in-chief of the Journal of the Textile Institute and as 
honorary technical editor of Surface Coatings International Part B Coatings Transactions, both 
flagship peer-reviewed journals. Elsewhere, he was honorary UK consulting editor to Colourage and 
Colourage Annual, both published in India. 
 
Ian was additionally a Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry, the Institute of Materials, Minerals 
and Mining, and the Oil & Colour Chemists’ Association (which gave him its Stern Award in 2006), a 
Senior Member of the AATCC, and a member of the Guild of Technical Dyers. 
 
In his final years, in addition to his own health worries, Ian had the anxiety of caring for his wife, 
Margaret, as she fell progressively victim to the effects of Alzheimer’s disease, which last year 
necessitated her admission to full-time care. However, with the support of a close family, he 
maintained his energetic engagement with the textile industry, often travelling to attend and report 
on its major events. 
 
 
 
 


