
   J   Michael Crabtree    CRABBY. 

Mike died suddenly on January 21st 2013 he had been at a North of England committee meeting earlier 

that week where he offered to give a lecture in the forthcoming  meeting programme. 

Mike had a lifetime in the textile industry. His grandfather had founded a company for the production of 

corduroy and he like many others had to start at the bottom and to learn all the processes involved in the 

manufacture, preparation, dyeing and finishing of cotton corduroy.  

The company closed in 1961 and he transferred to Central Dyeing Company and during his 14 years there 

he progressed through works manager to become a Director.  When this company closed he tried pastures 

anew and went up to Scotland to work for Courtaulds Fabrics. A wise move as he learned to appreciate a 

good malt and a lifelong hobby followed. 

In 1982 he returned to the Hebden Bridge area and the processing of corduroy fabrics as works manager of 

Moss Bros Dyers an old established company part of M Chapman and Sons of Stockport and he eventually 

retired in 1999. 

His total interest in the textile industry encompassed many activities especially trade associations and he 

was involved with the Textile Finisher’s Association. This organisation was involved with the representation 

of essentially cotton processors both in Lancashire and Yorkshire and at all levels of business activities. He 

was involved in many environmental issues as well as the annual wage negotiations, training and Health 

and Safety issues. The TFA was a member of Euratex which represented all the various branches of the 

textile industry in the corridors of power in the EU. He was a regular attendee at the annual meetings and 

conferences of CRIET and AITIT, visiting many of the textile areas of Europe. 

Mike joined the SDC in 1984 and represented the Huddersfield Region for many years as committee 

member and Chairman and was an active member when the North of England Region was formed.  He 

served on Council for many years and when the role of vice president was reintroduced he served as the 

Vice President for the UK and Europe. 

He served on many committees but his enthusiasm for the work of the Colour Museum and latterly the 

Colour Experience was well known.  He was also a trustee director of SDC Enterprises where his knowledge 

of the textile industry was extremely valuable when they moved to new premises. 

Mike had many other interests and for 20 years he served as a retained fire fighter in Hebden Bridge rising 

to Station Officer. When he returned to Hebden Bridge he became an active member of Rotary 

International especially as their District Grants Officer.  He was a lifelong active member of the Methodist 

Church both as a Church and District Steward and from the attendance at his funeral his impact both from a 

Christian and personal  perspective was immense. 

I first became friends with Mike when he returned from Scotland and he represented Moss Brothers at a 

meeting of the Employers Federation of Dyers and Finishers. The EFDF was formed in 1922 as a trade 

organisation representing cotton dyers and finishers in Lancashire and Yorkshire in a number of commercial 

areas. It met twice a year for luncheon and to discuss areas of concern. It was said that price increases were 

an important topic. Mike and I attended for the first time together and a friendship followed to the extent 

that the EFDF is we believe the oldest textile trade association still active and we still meet twice a year for 

dinner and to put the world right; with Mike as the treasurer and myself as chairman. He will be difficult to 

replace. 



Michael   “Crabby”  Crabtree was a true textile stalwart  with a total commitment to any project he 

believed in and this was an example to all of his many friends. Our sympathy goes to his family and he will 

be sadly missed by his SDC friends at Perkin House. 

Peter Lockett     SDC  Past President 

 


