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Winners advance to the UK finals

International Design Competition entrants head for victory

The countdown is on as the SDC prepares for ITMA Asia + CITME
A royal visit: HRH tours Toray Textiles Europe’s Mansfield factory

HRH The Princess Royal visits Toray Textiles




Welcome from SDC chief executive, Dr Graham Clayton

CC Summer is already upon us,

and there’s still so much to look
forward to as we head into the
second half of 2025.

In our latest edition of the
Colourist, our technical director,
Andrew Filarowski, looks back
on yet another successful Bharat
Text event in Delhi. Now in its
second year, India’s largest global
textile event blends tradition with
innovation, with support from SDC
International.

Speaking of support, I’m thrilled
to share that we have now removed
the limits to the amounts awarded
in our SDC bursary scheme.
Students in their final year or
postgraduate studies should submit
their applications for funding
before 30 June.

We’ve already seen the vast
potential of these young creative
minds with events like the
International Design Competition.
Three incredibly talented students
have now advanced to the UK
finals of the IDC, showcasing their
contributions to this year’s theme,
‘Creativity in Adversity’.

Over in the archives, our
historical collections officer,
Shelley Hollingdrake, gives us an
insight into the Bradford Dyers’
Association (BDA). We also hear
more from Shelley as she recounts
a visit from Leeds Arts University
students to the SDC’s textile
collection and we are expecting
more visits from Educational
Provider Members.

Society of Dyers and Colourists
Perkin House, Longlands Street
Bradford, West Yorkshire, BD1 2LU
Tel: +44 (0)1274 725138
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Meanwhile, our work continues
to serve in academic communities.
Professor Teresa Celestino consults our
collections team to assist her paper in
the Memorie e Rendiconti di Chimica,
Fisica, Matematica e Scienze Naturali
- a prestigious Italian journal dating
back to 1782.

It was a visit fit for a princess as HRH
Anne, The Princess Royal, visited Toray
Textiles Europe, speaking with FTCC
students and highlighting the SDC’s key
role in educating future generations.
We’re also proud to continue working
with esteemed calligrapher Tony
Curtis, who’s under our spotlight this
month as he tells us about his journey
to become a Fellow of the Society of
Scribes and Illuminators.

Finally, keep your diaries open for
a bumper crop of events as we head
into the autumn months. Discounts
are now available for SDC members
planning to attend ITMA Asia + CITME
this September. Deadline day is
approaching for the SDC’s taught
courses, while the SDC Coloration
and Finishing Conference returns for
its third year at Bradford’s Cedar
Court Hotel.

Wishing you the best for a bright
and colourful summer - we’ll see you
in September. ))

Email:
Editorial and design:
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International Textile Machinery
Association Asia and China International
Textile Machinery Exhibition

(ITMA Asia + CITME) 2025, Singapore

We'’re thrilled to be supporting
ITMA Asia + CITME once again, which
is set to be held in Singapore from
28-31 October 2025.

Following the success of 2024’s
event in Shanghai, ITMA Asia + CITME
will return this autumn, taking place
at Singapore Expo, close to Changi
International Airport. As a valued
supporting organisation, our members
can enjoy preferential badge rates
with an exclusive promotional code.
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Simply enter the code during
registration to receive a 20%
discount off early bird rates.
Members can book 1-day or 4-day
visitor badges.

With our discount code, 1-day
badges are reduced from SGD 50
to SGD 40, while 1-day badges are
reduced from SGD 25 to SGD 20.

Preferential rates are available up to
and including 28 September 2025.

Contact the SDC to receive a discount
code before registering.

We’re proud to be exhibiting once
again, this time in Hall H8 on stand
number B107.

Please feel free to come and chat to
our teams throughout the event.

You can register for ITMA Asia
+ CITME here.


https://badge.itmaasiasingapore.com/?_gl=1*kuzpy1*_gcl_au*OTczNTY5NDM2LjE3NDc5OTE5OTc.*_ga*MTE4OTQ1NzE3Ni4xNzQ3OTkxOTk3*_ga_6WMD2TYPHJ*czE3NDc5OTE5OTYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc5OTM0ODUkajU5JGwwJGg3NDAyOTAxMDEkZFUwbHRDWUV5bVZMcE5tQUxNSDdFS2ZRbV9Gbnd3dmVDb1E.
https://badge.itmaasiasingapore.com/?_gl=1*kuzpy1*_gcl_au*OTczNTY5NDM2LjE3NDc5OTE5OTc.*_ga*MTE4OTQ1NzE3Ni4xNzQ3OTkxOTk3*_ga_6WMD2TYPHJ*czE3NDc5OTE5OTYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc5OTM0ODUkajU5JGwwJGg3NDAyOTAxMDEkZFUwbHRDWUV5bVZMcE5tQUxNSDdFS2ZRbV9Gbnd3dmVDb1E.
https://badge.itmaasiasingapore.com/?_gl=1*kuzpy1*_gcl_au*OTczNTY5NDM2LjE3NDc5OTE5OTc.*_ga*MTE4OTQ1NzE3Ni4xNzQ3OTkxOTk3*_ga_6WMD2TYPHJ*czE3NDc5OTE5OTYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NDc5OTM0ODUkajU5JGwwJGg3NDAyOTAxMDEkZFUwbHRDWUV5bVZMcE5tQUxNSDdFS2ZRbV9Gbnd3dmVDb1E.

SDC Calligrapher - Tony Curtis

Tony Curtis, Fellow of the Society of Scribes

and llluminators

The science of art and colour has always been a driving force for the
Society. That’s why we partner with professionals who appreciate its
role in setting the tone and tying designs together.

Calligrapher Tony Curtis has been
working with the SDC for more than
a decade, producing certificates
that recognise our members’ time,
effort, and skill. We caught up with
Tony to learn more about his roots
in calligraphy and how the art has
changed since the mid-1980s. He also
tells us more about his projects with
the SDC from 2014 to present day.

“Early in 2014, | was contacted by
marketing and membership officer
Angela Ackroyd for a commission
to produce the Society’s award
certificates. It was a major project
for me: one honorary membership
and one honorary fellowship
certificate with a short deadline. |
was also asked if | could update the
SDC'’s diplomates register.”

To date, Tony has created 14
certificates for the SDC: one honorary
fellowship, 11 honorary memberships,
and two lifetime service awards.
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“All of them stand out in their own
way, because they represent a huge
investment of time, effort, and

skill. Also, commissions like these

are becoming a rarity, so it’s a good
challenge to work on them. Over the
years, no client has been as regular as
the SDC.”

Before partnering with us, Tony was
elected Fellow of the Society of Scribes
and Illuminators (SSI) in 1996. He has
worked as a calligrapher, lettering
artist, illuminator, and teacher of all
three since the mid-1980s. “The SSI
is the country’s premier and oldest
calligraphy organisation, dating back
to 1921. Its primary concern has
always been the maintenance of high
standards in the art of formal writing
and its allied disciplines.” Of course,
before Tony earned his stripes with a
fellowship, he found inspiration closer
to home. “My interest in calligraphy
was a combination of influences,
chiefly my wife Jenny, who practised it
as a hobby when we first met.” He was
also an apprentice in a Lincolnshire firm
of packaging engineers, honing his skills
in technical drawing.

“Each drawing required annotating
with clear dimensions and
information, so | began to appreciate
the importance of good lettering.
Eventually, | discovered formal writing
with a broad pen, and the teachings
of calligraphy revivalists, chiefly
Edward Johnston. Things got more
serious when | joined the SSI. In those
days, there were no formal training
programmes, but | was mentored by
two senior fellows, which led to my
own successful election.”

Tony shares the SDC’s love of
colour. “I find that a select colour
palette and a good cotton rag
hot-pressed paper provide the
touchstones I need for satisfaction in
my work. | sometimes use pigments
with egg yolk or gum arabic for
colour work - enjoyable, but time
consuming. For ink, my go-to is
always Chinese stick ink, a stick
from Hong Kong that I’ve had for
more than 35 years. For gilding, |
use either 23ct transfer leaf on gum
ammoniac or shell (powder) gold.”

This love of colour comes across
in Tony’s certificates. In creative,
interpretive calligraphy, the artist
uses colour with other tools, such
as letterform, scale, weight,
management of space, and margin
setting. This suggests mood or
sense, the often imperceptible ties
that run through a piece of text.
The SDC’s certificates are very good
examples of formal writing with a
standardised design brief. In such
cases, black is still a good choice for
the main body of writing, because of
its honesty and simplicity.



SDC Calligrapher - Tony Curtis

“We also need to consider the
heraldry of the certificates. This
often goes hand-in-hand with
calligraphy. While researching the
brief, | looked at the SDC’s Letters
Patent and its coat of arms. The
blazon (the written description
therein) is the most important part
and it allows tremendous flexibility
for the heraldic artist; for example,
the colours blazoned purpure and
azure (purple and blue) can be any
colour described as such. | went for
neutrality with a mix of ultramarine
and alizarin crimson, plus zinc white
(purpure), and pure cerulean blue
(azure). | always enjoy painting the
SDC’s arms.”

Naturally, things have changed in
the craft over the years, even in the
last decade. “After my first year
with the SDC, there were no more
honorary fellowship certificates.
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I recall that first job being a
particular headache because it
involved stretching the paper to
create a background for the title.
It failed several times before it
finally worked.”

Like all artists, Tony has developed
his style over the years. “It’s become
more refined and selective, partly
because much of my illumination
work was drawn from medieval
models, so | looked to them for colour
ideas and studied their techniques
and materials. | discovered the
best colours for subtractive mixing
in my early days of training. |
organised my palette based on those
recommendations, and | still do.”

When asked about traditions and
craftsmanship in the digital age,
Tony maintains that solid foundations
will never go out of style.

“Without traditions laid out by
revivalists like Edward Johnston, we
would have no frame of reference for
what defines good writing, including
lettering. The digital world does have
an impact on traditional calligraphy,
but there is no real replacement
for handmade documents in terms
of letterform superiority and their
visually tactile quality.”

The Society is immensely grateful
for Tony’s contributions over the
years, and is proud to have helped
shape the calligrapher he is today.
“The SDC has been enormously
supportive in a practical sense,
influencing some of the ways | have
worked on other similar projects.”

See more of Tony’s projects.



https://calligraphyonline.org/project/tony-curtis/

Bharat Tex 2025

Behind the scenes at India’s Bharat Tex 2025

Bharat Tex, India’s youngest and largest global textile event, returned to the
nation’s heartland on 12-15 February. The showcase brought a rich tapestry
of tradition, sustainability and innovation to help forge partnerships and drive
meaningful growth throughout the sector.

As a proud joint organiser, SDC
International was thrilled to be at
the forefront.

Our involvement in Bharat Tex 2025
was multifaceted, strategically driven
by several key objectives: support the
organisation of the DyeChem World
exhibition segment, foster stronger
relationships with pivotal UK-India
textile industry stakeholders, deliver a
symposium during the event, present
lectures at Lady Irwin College to

build institutional ties, and assess the
Indian government’s textile support
programmes to identify potential
partnership avenues for the SDC.

June /2025

Whether you’d like to recap the
highlights or are hearing about Bharat
Tex for the first time, this report
details key successes from the event.

About Bharat Tex 2025
Now in its second year, Bharat Tex
represents the Indian government’s
commitment to elevating the country’s
textile industry on the global stage.

This year’s exhibition spanned two
locations, Greater Noida and New
Delhi, featuring topics and attendees
spanning the entire textile supply
chain - from fibre production to
garment manufacturing.

The opening ceremony in New Delhi,
which was attended by the textile
minister, highlighted the event’s
significance and recognised the SDC
as an official organiser. The exhibition
demonstrated India’s growing confidence
in its ability to address global textile
supply chain gaps, supported by:

- Stable economic conditions

- Enhanced regulatory compliance
measures

- Significant IT infrastructure
investments

- Growing focus on Al integration

- Improved health and safety standards

- Stricter employment law enforcement



Bharat Tex 2025

Corporate connections and
award celebrations
Bharat Tex introduced a valuable
opportunity to engage with leading
industry players. Meeting with
Manmohan Singh, group executive
president of Aditya Birla Group, was
a key highlight, opening discussions
around enhancing training initiatives,
exploring avenues for the SDC’s ongoing
support, and identifying opportunities
for future event sponsorships.

With an exclusive pavilion for the
dyes and chemicals sector, hosted
by DyeChem World, the event also
provided an excellent platform for
knowledge-sharing and collaboration
throughout the market’s textile
dyeing, printing and processing
clusters. Throughout the event,
we visited all the exhibitors in this
space. These interactions allowed
for meaningful conversations
around membership opportunities,
educational qualifications, youth
development programmes, regulatory
compliance and government export
support initiatives.

Having presented Colour India’s
Bhavesh Panchal with the Global
Colourist Award 2024 (highly
commended), it was a pleasure to
celebrate excellence within our
growing industry too.
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Strategic meetings and future
opportunities
Creating, renewing and strengthening
regional partnerships remained a
central focus throughout Bharat
Text. We explored the revival of SDC
activities with the Tiruppur Exporters’
Association and potential collaboration
opportunities for nationwide seminars
with the Textile Association of India.
Meanwhile, international engagements
included planning employee
development programmes with Star
Laundry (Sri Lanka) and exploring
global training initiatives with A&E
Threads (Bangladesh).

These meetings signal a strong
interest in long-term regional
collaborations and emphasise the
global relevance of SDC’s mission,
which we’re proud to reignite through
events like Bharat Tex.

The Science of Colour Conference
Jointly organised by SDC International
and Textile Excellence, the Science of
Colour Conference was another central
feature of Bharat Tex 2025. The
conference offered three compelling
panel discussions:

Panel 1: Colour sciences and Al.
Moderated by Yogesh Gaikwad (SDC
[IPL), this session explored how digital
colour measurement, automation and
Al are shaping chemical compliance
and coloration technologies.

Panel 2: Natural dyes and bio-based
solutions. Led by Andrew Filarowski
(SDC), this panel tackled the promise
and challenges of transitioning away
from fossil fuel-based chemistry,
exploring sustainable alternatives and
industry support mechanisms to move
forward.

Panel 3: PFAS - the why, what
and how. With Dr. Siva Pariti as
the moderator, this topic examined
the environmental impact of
PFAS chemicals, the regulatory
landscape surrounding them,
and alternative solutions to help
navigate the challenge.

Educational engagement
SDC deepened its academic ties through
engagements with Lady Irwin College,
to which we delivered two thought-
provoking lectures. Andrew Filarowski
presented “Textile, people, and
planet - what the future holds”, while
Yogesh Gaikwad and Dr. V.J. Gotmare
addressed the impact of “Al in textiles”.
These sessions not only strengthened
institutional relationships but also
sparked dialogue around education
provider membership and the creation
of a dedicated educational consortium.

Building momentum for the future
Our visit to Bharet Tex 2025 revealed
immense potential for growth and
collaboration in the Indian subcontinent
- a region that remains laser-focused
on blending tradition with innovation
to achieve sustainability, creativity and
compliance across the globe. As we
move forward, we’re more committed
than ever to building on these
engagements, with four key priorities
emerging from our visit:

1. Develop the proposed educational
consortium connecting technology-
focused institutions

2. Expand regional presence through
partnerships with local industry
associations

3. Continue strengthening
relationships with major corporate
players

4. Leverage growing interest in
sustainable and Al-driven solutions

Watch this space to see how our
progress unfolds.

Acknowledgements
We’d like to extend our heartfelt
thanks to DyeChem World, Textile
Excellence and the organisers
at Bharat Tex for another highly
successful event. With over 5,000
exhibitors, 6,000 buyers and 300+
speakers from more than 100
countries, it was a pleasure to help
bring such a vibrant gathering to life.



SDC bursary scheme

The SDC continues to support
students in their coloration
research. In 2025, there is no
limit to the amount awarded, so
apply before 30 June 2025 to
take your studies forward.

Applications are now open for
coloration professionals to receive a
100% discretionary study bursary.

The scheme is available for any
students undertaking final year
research, postgraduate studies, or
any study benchmarked at the UK
Framework for Higher Education
Qualifications of Level 6 or above.

With no limits on the amount
awarded, now is the perfect time
to secure funding for colour-related
studies. Previously, we have been
able to fund projects including
Sensory Storytelling for people with
autism and sensory disabilities.

The bursaries can cover a range of
resources to further colour science
education, including specialised
dyes, fabrics and sketchbooks,
travel for courses and research
costs, equipment and knowledge-
enhancing workshops.

Up to three bursaries will be
available each year from now until
2026. Designed to aid education
and professional development, they
help to establish graduates in the
international community of dyers
and colourists.

Students are invited to outline
their specific project needs during
the application. To make the most
of this incredible opportunity,
apply online here before 30 June 2025.



https://sdc.org.uk/maurice-tordoff-asdc-bursary-fund/

A trip through time

Leeds Arts University students visit
SDC textile collection

Students on the BA (Hons) Textile Design course at Leeds Arts University
visited the SDC's treasure trove of textile history in February. Historical

Collections Officer Shelley Hollingdrake tells us more.

As part of their College
Membership benefits, students and
lecturers from Leeds Arts University
had the chance to explore the
renowned SDC Textile Collection.

Course Leader Gareth Wadkin and
Senior Lecturer Caroline Pratt were
especially eager to introduce their
first year students to the value of
archival research. For them, the visit
was not just a field trip but a chance
to explore the cultural, historical and
technical richness of textile design
through original objects.

To welcome the 30-strong group,
our archive team at the SDC curated
a special display focused on 18th-
century textile design. As Historical
Collections Officer, | was keen to
introduce them to the SDC.

Our day began with an outline of its
legacy and the wealth of resources on
offer, including bursaries, webinars,
publications and professional networks.
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Then came the moment everyone
had been waiting for: the archive
itself. As the students were introduced
to the collection, the room buzzed
with excitement and even a few
audible gasps! Standout items included
intricate dyers’ notebooks, vintage
pattern cards and rows of fascinating
dye sample bottles.

Among the most admired pieces
were exquisite hand-painted French
textile designs dating back to 1854.
They also enjoyed the vibrant Turkey
Red collection, not to mention the
elegant colour order systems that
demonstrated the evolution of colour
theory over time.

The visit was refreshingly informal,
creating space for meaningful
conversations and spontaneous learning
moments. Topics like metamerism (how
colours appear under different lighting)
and simultaneous contrast sparked
lively discussions, all grounded in the
tangible examples on display.

Experiences like this bring history
to life and give students hands-
on encounters with the past that
enhance their learning and creativity.

Gareth and Caroline are already
looking ahead to how the SDC Textile
Collection can play a greater role in
the course, with plans to use archive
materials as inspiration for live briefs
and creative outcomes.

Engaging with primary sources
like documents from the early days
of the Bradford Dyers Association
offers students more than just
historical knowledge.

It helps them connect the past with
contemporary design challenges,
fostering critical thinking and
deepening their appreciation for the
craft and science of textiles.

Allin all, the visit proved that
archives aren’t just about looking back.
They’re about inspiring the future.



SDC Archive

The Bradford Dyers’ Association: A pillar
of Britain’s textile history

The Bradford Dyers’ Association (BDA) played a central role in consolidating
and modernising Bradford's wool and textile industry. The city in West Yorkshire
was once considered the wool capital of the world.

Historical Collections Officer
Shelley Hollingdrake explores the
significance of the BDA from the
19th century through to present day.

The Bradford Dyers’ Association
Ltd. was founded in 1898 to combat
competition and fragmentation
within the British textile industry.
At the time, numerous small dyeing
firms operated independently across
Yorkshire and Lancashire. Many were
struggling to meet the demands of
mass production, changing fashion and
new dyeing technologies.
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The BDA initially brought together
22 firms, aiming to streamline
production, increase efficiency and
share R&D resources. The merger
would also preserve competitiveness
against international rivals like
Germany, which was leading in
chemical dye innovation at the time.

Once established, the BDA rapidly
became a powerhouse in textile
dyeing and finishing. Its headquarters
oversaw a network of dye works
and finishing plants that would
serve Yorkshire’s wool and worsted
industries.

The association would soon
standardise processes for consistent
quality and methods for each of its
member firms. It also invested heavily
in chemical and dye research, while
employing and training generations of
textile dyers and finishers.

These activities cemented Bradford’s
success as an industrial centre, making
it synonymous with textile innovation.
Thanks to the BDA, British textiles
remained competitive at home and
abroad during the early 20th century.

The BDA played a pivotal role in
Britain’s economy and defence sector.
Its notable war efforts during WWI and
Il included producing dye fabrics for
military uniforms and gear.

Sadly, the post-war period saw
significant changes in the global
textile landscape. Cheap labour and
production in Asia, as well as synthetic
materials and changing consumer
habits, led to a gradual UK decline.

Like many industrial giants of the
time, the BDA was affected.The
company eventually merged and was
absorbed into larger conglomerates.

While it is no longer a standalone
entity, its influence lives on in Britain’s
textile history.

10



SDC Archive

Today, we see its legacy in
historic dye work buildings, often
repurposed into heritage sites or
modern developments.

In broader academia, Bradford
continues to be recognised as a City
of Culture, while studies on industrial
consolidation, labour relations and
textile chemistry all have roots in
the BDA. It was more than just a
business conglomerate. It was a
pivotal institution that helped shape
the identity of Bradford and the British
textile industry.
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The BDA left an enduring mark on
industrial Britain with its innovation,
cooperation and modernisation.

It also serves to highlight the
strengths and challenges of an era
defined by rapid economic change.

Today, the SDC Textile Collection
houses objects from the BDA,
including standard laboratory
books, experiments with new
fibres, examples of share notices
and dye house books from Ripley’s
and Grandage.

You can find out more here.

11
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SDC Strategy

Our vision for 2025-2027

Working alongside an external
strategy consultant with extensive
membership experience, the
Society’s Board approved the
strategy in November 2024.

The strategy includes key
initiatives and activities to be
carried out over a period of three
to five years. As taken from the
Royal Charter, our main objective
continues to be:

“To promote by any or all available
means the advancement of the science
of colour.”

This is reflected in our revised
mission and purpose, which is now
available on the SDC website. Our
mission is to share knowledge and
stimulate interest in colour, as shown
in our values.

Our values
Throughout our communities,
education and overall ambitions, we
will be guided by these values:

- Continuous learning
- Passion and pride

- Courage to act

- Inclusivity

- Flexibility

- Trust

We will act on these every day
with our priorities for the years
ahead, including:

Sharing knowledge
We will share knowledge throughout
our SDC communities, publications
and other channels. These colour
and coloration resources will be
independent and trusted. Crucially, they
will be comprehensive and accessible to
everybody in our networks.
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Raise our profile
We will carry on investing in the
reach and influence of the SDC,
so that we can become a globally
respected thought leader and
relevant body. Our aim is to be a
conduit for the community, offering
access to other colour professionals
and networks.

This recognition will see the SDC
grow internationally, increasing
membership across all fields and
experience levels.

Support education in colour and
coloration
Our Colour Education modules,
courses and qualifications will
become known as pathways for all
career stages, focusing on roles in
colour, design and coloration.

We will support students and
stimulate interest in colour
through active provision of learning
materials.

Deliver sustainable financial
stability and effective governance
We will develop and maintain a
sustainable business model that will
allow us to deliver on all priorities
in this plan, as well as invest in
new growth opportunities. This
will include effective, streamlined
governance structures to aid our
worldwide engagement plans.

We look forward to rolling these
activities out over the coming years,
and as ever, welcome feedback from
our members. Please get in touch if
you have any thoughts or questions.


https://sdc.org.uk/contact/

SDC International Design Competition

Winners advance to UK final

The UK heats of the International Design Competition ‘Creativity in Adversity’
are now complete, and we're thrilled to announce our three amazing winners.

Celebrating their incredible
achievements, Katie Speake, Rachel
Byrne and Martha Lawton will now
progress to the UK final on 5 June at
Abraham Moon & Sons.

Katie from De Montfort University
was part of the Midlands Heat,
in addition to submissions from
Nottingham College, Nottingham
Trent University and Loughborough
University. She took the top prize with
her entry ‘Redefining Comfort: Tackling
Period Poverty Through Design’.
Runner-up went to Isabel Jones from
Loughborough University, and Highly
Commended to Charlie Want from
Nottingham College.

The event was judged by our
esteemed colleagues Linda Lewis,
Darren Cleary and Hayley Mcafee.

London & Southern Region IDC
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We’d also like to extend our thanks
to Georgie Darby for organising
the event at Nottingham Trent
University, where their student Ana
Laura Valero Modolo took home a
new award created in memory of
John Morris, a much-loved member
of the Midlands Committee.

The award focuses on research and
its relationship to colour and was
judged by John’s close friend Peter
Diggle, and his wife, Pam.

Over in the London and Southern
Heat was Arts University Plymouth
student Rachel Byrne. Her entry ‘Hang
On - Saving the Planet One Strap at a
Time’ took first prize. Runner-up went
to London College of Fashion student
Tilly Jenkins, and Highly Commended
to fellow LCF student Kindred Long.

Midlands Region AGM & IDC

The event took place at UAL,
Stratford, new home of the LCF.
We’d like to thank Sarah Cheyne
for organising the event, and Kathy
Lewiston, Jane Duncan and Charlie
Allen for judging.

Bradford played host to the last of
the UK Heats, held at Perkin House.
Manchester Metropolitan University
student Martha Lawton took home
first place with her entry ‘At the
River’. Leeds Arts University students
Sian Barratt and Abbie Booth took
Runner-up and Highly Commended,
respectively. Again, our thanks go out
to the judges, Laura Trowsdale, Sarah
Price and Nicola Storr.

Keep a look out for winners of
the international heats set to be
announced in the next few months.

Northern Region AGM, IDC & Workshop
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SDC Textile Coloration Science and Technology course

Deadline approaching

Textile Coloration Science and Technology course leading to the
Textile Coloration Certificate

The deadline to apply for the
Society of Dyers and Colourists’
(SDC) taught courses, including
the Textile Coloration Science and
Technology course leading to the
Textile Coloration Certificate (TCC),
is 30 June 2025.

Supporting both newcomers and
experienced textile coloration
professionals, the course is designed
to educate participants about the
science behind coloration processes
while giving employers a route to
empower and upskill their staff.

What you’ll learn
The overall aims of the course are to:

- Explore the fundamental processes
and scientific principles behind
textile coloration

- Enhance scientific understanding,
personal learning and critical
thinking skills

- Develop a range of transferable
skills such as decision-making,
information analysis and written and
verbal communication
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This unique, part-time opportunity

spans three years and consists of
two parts:

Part one: year one
This lasts one academic year and
is split into two taught modules,
as detailed below. Each module
comprises eight and 12 hours of
contact time and 32 and 48 hours of
independent learning, respectively.
This leads to the Foundation Textile
Coloration Certificate (FTCC) and
unlocks access to part two.

Part two: years one and two
The second part of the course
spans two academic years, with
three modules per year comprising
40 hours of contact time and 80
hours of independent learning.
On completion, participants earn
the TCC and can continue to our
advanced course in Textile Coloration
Science and Technology, which leads
to the prestigious Associateship of
the Society of Dyers and Colourists
- a qualification comparable to a UK
honours degree.

Funding support for UK employers
UK companies enrolling employees on
the course leading to TCC will have
access to the Future Textile Dyers
Fund, which can support by covering
up to 60% of programme costs.
Explore funding opportunities

Apply before the deadline
Whether you’re advancing your
career or upskilling your workforce,
don’t miss out on the opportunity
to gain industry-recognised
qualifications in textile coloration.
The deadline for the SDC’s taught
courses, including the Textile
Coloration Science and Technology
course leading to the TCC, is 30 June
2025. Apply for the course.

Advance your learning: Textile
Coloration Science and Technology
programme leading to the
Associateship of the Society of
Dyers and Colourists

The deadline to apply for our
individual modules and the higher-
level Textile Coloration Science
and Technology course, leading to
the Associateship of the Society of
Dyers and Colourists (ASDC), is 1
September 2025.
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SDC Textile Coloration Science and Technology course

About the course
The ASDC is the only globally
recognised professional qualification
for colourists. By securing
associateship, aspiring dyers and
colourists can unlock high-level
validation for their knowledge and
skills - and a gateway to a specialist
industry network. ASDC status acts
as a coveted ‘stamp of approval’
that establishes graduates in our
international community of dyers
and colourists.

Created and taught by world-
renowned experts in coloration,
this advanced programme blends
theory with the practical science
behind textile dyeing and printing.
Participants are continually assessed
on their ability to apply scientific
principles and to articulate their
methods through written and
verbal reporting - a vital skill for
today’s professional colourists. This
flexible, modular course is designed
to meet the needs of experienced
practitioners and builds towards a
qualification comparable to FHEQ
Level 6 (UK bachelor’s degree with
honours).

How this benefits you

Studying Textile Coloration Science
and Technology to gain ASDC will:
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- Provide learners who are already
familiar with the practice of
science or the mechanisms of
chemistry with a qualification that
reveals the fundamental processes
involved in textile coloration

Enable employers and the SDC
to evaluate a learner’s ability to
complete a technical education
in textile coloration at a level
comparable to FHEQ Level 6

Create a modular education
pathway for learners from diverse
educational and experiential
backgrounds, enhancing their
knowledge and helping them
develop more advanced dyeing skills

Assist learners in deepening their
understanding of textile coloration

Help employers provide their
employees with an accessible
opportunity for development, with
a pathway to a more highly skilled
and relevantly trained workforce in
textile coloration.

Course structure
The full programme takes a minimum
of three years to complete. It
comprises individual modules,
which are broken down into lessons
and topics. Modules must be
taken in consecutive years, unless
extenuating circumstances apply.

Single module enrolment
As highlighted in our previous edition
of The Colourist, each module can
also be taken individually, offering a
tailored learning experience based
on personal or organisational needs.
This flexible option is ideal for those
who wish to focus on specific areas
of interest or upskill staff selectively.
Enrol or learn more

Funding support for learners
The Maurice Tordoff ASDC Bursary
Fund is available over the next two
years (2025-2026) to support learners
with the costs associated with this
course. The SDC is also offering three
discretionary bursaries per year,
each covering 100% of course fees.
This support is aimed at eligible
employees looking to advance in the
field of textile coloration.

Check if you or your staff meet
the criteria

Advance your coloration career
Applications for the full ASDC
programme and individual modules
close on 1 September 2025. Don’t
miss this opportunity to earn a
globally respected qualification and
join a leading professional network.

Apply now.
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Chemist and educator uses SDC Archive images

The SDC Textile Collection has
had the pleasure of assisting an
academic professor with images
from the Archive. Teresa Celestino,
Adjunct Professor of The Language
of Chemistry at Sapienza University
of Rome, was conducting research
for her newest paper, and sought
resources on chemist and physicist
William Crookes.

With the help of our SDC Textile
Collection team, Teresa was able
to publish excerpts from Crookes’
work as images in her paper, titled
A Practical Handbook of Dyeing and
Calico-Printing: Il Secolo del Colore
Si Mostra al Mondo.

Teresa is a distinguished chemist
and educator with a profound
interest in the history and
application of dyeing techniques.
She has been an adjunct professor
at Sapienza University of Rome for
several years, where she also taught
Principles (and Complements) of
General and Inorganic Chemistry.

Her research focuses on the
intersection of chemistry and textile
arts, exploring related historical
contexts, didactic implications
and socio-cultural analysis. Teresa
has contributed significantly to
the academic community through
her publications and participation
in international conferences. Her
work often bridges the gap between
scientific inquiry and other aspects
of the textile industry, making her a
respected figure in both fields.
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This paper was published in
the Memorie e Rendiconti di
Chimica, Fisica, Matematica e
Scienze Naturali. This prestigious
journal has been publishing the
proceedings of the Conferences of
the National Group on the History
and Fundamentals of Chemistry
biennially since 1988.

The publication also has a rich
history that predates the SDC. It was
first published in 1782 under the
name Memoirs of Mathematics and
Physics of the Italian Society, with
volumes mostly published biennially.

Until volume XI (1804), the
Rendiconti were not divided into
two sections, except for the issues
in 1784, 1799 and 1803. From
1979/1980, they were separated
into Memorie di Matematica, marked
as Part |, and Memorie di Scienze
Fisiche e Naturali, constituting Part
II, both published annually.

Since 2021, the Rendiconti
have been combined into a single
publication called Memorie e
Rendiconti di Chimica, Fisica,
Matematica e Scienze Naturali,
inaugurating Series VI.

Terea’s paper describes the
professional path that led William
Crookes to the publication of a
compendium on dyes in 1874, with
general observations on the volume
structure and some examples
relating to aniline reported therein.
The text is also very useful for
didactic considerations on the
genesis of molecular formulas

and the progressive development
of organic chemistry, in addition
to providing ideas on the role of
chemical science in the Industrial
Revolution.

It was wonderful to contribute to
such an important article in an Italian
journal with so much historical value.
We will be continuing to work with
Teresa as she continues her research.
Our recent discovery of letters
written by Crookes, which mention
his discovery of Thallium, will form
part of Teresa’s research into his
work.

Find out more about the journal here.
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What is a colourist?

Eligibility guide for the Global Colourist

Award 2025

We’re pleased to say we have revised our 2025-2027 strategy to be

more inclusive.

Given the vast scope of the term,
the definition of a ‘colourist’ is
often open to interpretation. As the
deadline for the Global

Colourist Award 2025 (30 June 2025)
fast approaches, we want to share
our take on what it means to the
SDC. While this article doesn’t cover
every possible role - such as those in
film and hairdressing - it’s designed
to highlight the broad nature of who
can be nominated, as well as given
the chance to win a £1,000 cash prize
and an all-expenses-paid visit to the
UK for the SDC Day of Celebration.

The many faces of an industrial
colourist
An industrial colourist typically works
in the manufacturing and design
sectors, focusing on the application
and development of colours for
various industrial products. Some key
aspects of their role include:

Material and product design -
working on colouring materials such
as plastics, textiles and coatings used
in products ranging from automotive
parts to consumer goods.

Colour formulation - developing
and testing colour formulations to
ensure consistency, durability and
aesthetic appeal. This involves
understanding the chemical
properties of pigments and dyes.

Quality control - making sure
colours meet specific standards and
requirements, and conducting tests to
check for colour fastness, resistance
to fading and other quality metrics.
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Collaboration - working
with engineers, designers and
production teams to integrate
colour into the overall design and
manufacturing process.

Innovation - staying up to
date with the latest trends and
technologies in colour science
to innovate and improve colour
application methods.

An industrial colourist can work in
a variety of industries, including:

Textiles - developing and applying
colours for fabrics used in clothing,
upholstery and home textiles.

Plastics and packaging - creating
colour formulations for plastic
products used in packaging,
automotive parts and consumer goods.

Automotive - working on the colour
of car paints and interior materials to
ensure consistency and durability.

Cosmetics and personal care -
developing colours for makeup,
skincare products and hair dyes.

Paints and coatings - formulating
colours for paints used in
construction, industrial applications
and consumer products.

Printing and graphics - ensuring
accurate colour reproduction in
printed materials such as packaging,
labels and marketing materials.

From dye and pigment makers in
established companies and startups
developing the next range of alternative
colourants, to those applying colour
in industrial settings and assuring the
quality of colours throughout the supply
chain, you are all colourists and deserve
to be recognised.

If you employ a young person
showing real talent in their role with
colour, now is the time to celebrate
their talent.

The deadline is fast approaching,
with submissions required by 30
June. Don’t miss the chance to
spotlight talented peers on a global
stage and reward them with career-
boosting recognition.

Submit your nomination today.
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HRH visits Toray Textiles Europe (TTEL)

HRH visits Toray Textiles
Europe (TTEL)
Mark Price, Dyeing Technical Dept.
Manager at TTEL, shares details of
a special royal visit to one of their

Textile Coloration Certificate students.

Her Royal Highness The Princess
Royal visited Textiles Europe Ltd’s
(TTEL) fully vertical Mansfield
factory. Her Royal Highness, who
is president of the UK Fashion and
Textile Association, visited in April
2025 to celebrate the company’s
commitment to innovation and
investment in UK textiles.

Today, TTEL is one of the largest
and most modern vertical textile
production facilities in Europe. A
leading manufacturer in weaving,
dyeing and finishing of synthetic
fibre textiles, it supplies over 30
countries, including the NHS and
NATO militaries.

HRH The Princess Royal visited the
172,000 sgm Mansfield site, which
is the largest and most integrated
synthetic textile production facility
in Europe, employing 186 people. We
were excited to discuss the company’s
advanced dyeing techniques, such
as jet dyeing, jig dyeing and pad-on
finishing, including carbon pigments

and PFAS free durable water repellent.
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During her visit, she met with me
(Mark Price), as well as Dyehouse
Manager Matt Jackson and Dyeing
Laboratory Team Leader Martin
Bacon. Martin is currently on a
year-long SDC Foundation textile
Coloration Certificate under the
guidance of Dr Sue Hulbert. Under
my leadership, he is working with
dye suppliers and startup machine
manufacturers to advance sustainable
and effective colouration techniques.

Martin was pleased to discuss
his role with HRH, including the
challenges of shade matching to
meet the technical requirements
of textiles. He emphasised on the
complexity of dyeing different
textiles, which necessitates precise
techniques and adherence to
numerous Restricted Substances Lists
(RSLs) such as Bluesign, GRS and
Oeko Tex.

He also discussed various industry
methods, including the maintenance
of consistent chemical mixtures and
machine temperatures to minimise
costly corrections.

Martin has been with TTEL since
2022. Throughout that time, he has
demonstrated excellent technical
knowledge and creativity.

He said: “l am approaching the
end of the FTCC course and have
thoroughly enjoyed the challenge
of engrossing myself in the world
of academia again after 10 years
away. It has been great to delve
deeper into the chemistry behind
dyeing, particularly that involving
natural fibres, as that is something
we at TTEL have little day-to-day
experience with.

“During my time with TTEL |
have honestly been amazed at the
level of detail that goes into every
decision, for example, picking the
right shade for a school blazer.
There are so many variables, like dye
selection, dyeing profile and chemical
treatment. It is something | had no
prior experience with or expectations
about before starting work here. The
training has been exemplary.”

As technical professionals, it
is imperative to recognise the
importance of education to advance
the field and inspire the next
generation. Our involvement with
the SDC connects us to a wider
network of experts, providing us
with valuable ideas and insights.
We look forward to continuing our
involvement in the SDC community.
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SDC UK Conference

SDC Coloration and Finishing
Conference returns for 2025

The SDC’s UK Coloration and
Finishing Conference is back again
for 2025 at the Cedar Court Hotel
in Bradford. Now in its third year,
the conference will prove invaluable
for professionals in the production,
education, research and retail areas
of the textile industry.

This free event will take place
on 18 September, covering a range
of topics relevant to the industry.
Registration will begin from 10am,
with refreshments and networking
before the conference introduction
at 11.

We’ll hear from key speakers in the
industry including keynote speaker
Tony Attard, Group Chief Executive
of Lancashire-based Panaz Limited.
Joining him with their own textile
presentations will be speakers from
CHT Group, Rudolf Group and UKFT.

This year will cover key themes
including practical applications
of new coloration technologies,
and regulation updates from the
Environment Agency. We’ll also hear
about new European legislation
affecting the textile industry,
together with tips on processing
techniques.

Join us for an insightful day with
roundtable discussions, presentations
and networking opportunities.

If you’re an Education Provider
member, we have support packages
available to give two of your
students free entry to the event.

Find out more about exhibiting,
sponsorship packages and
registration here.
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