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This edition of The Colourist 

looks back at the 2017 Day of 

Celebration, new SDC Board 

members, Award Ceremony etc 

right at the time when planning 

for the 2018 event is already 

underway. In some ways it can 

feel like ‘yet another annual 

cycle’ but there are differences and improvements. For 

example, this will be the first time in my employment at the 

SDC that the Chair of the SDC Board has remained in post 

after the AGM, as Geoff Rudkin was re-elected as a Trustee 

and re-appointed as Chair. This must provide the SDC 

with some welcome continuity. Alongside this of course 

our Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer continue 

in their terms of office, so we have even more welcome 

stability. We can and are using this time to make progress, 

including looking at replacements for the Honorary 

Secretary when Sue Bolton completes her term of office 

next year. The 2018 Day of Celebration will move back into 

April, due to availability of the Merchant Adventurers Hall in 

York, so we have a years’ work to do in a month less!

The developments of the forthcoming year also are 

covered in this edition of The Colourist: The Sri Lankan 

conference and SDC Region re-establishment; excellent 

sponsorship and support from Archroma Color Atlas for the 

International Design Competition; and (of course) the ASDC 

updates and the Lifelong Colour Education Pathway. This 

was covered in the last edition of The Colourist and will be 

an ongoing theme going forward. This time you will see some 

detail of the course structure and there will be more to come.

I hope you will also see the SDC reaches many different 

geographical areas from this Colourist with SDC activity in Sri 

Lanka, to children’s work in Ethiopia, to invited attendance at 

Buckingham Palace, and training courses in Hong Kong. The 

SDC is growing its impact and is truly a great organisation 

of which to be a member. Did you use the last edition of The 

Colourist to help recruit new members? Here’s your second 

chance with this edition!

Graham Clayton

Chief Executive
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Update from the Chair
My last report was written as the 

Society was building up to its Annual 

Day of Colour and AGM.

This event and the International Day 

which preceded it have been covered in 

SDC communications and elsewhere in 

this issue of The Colourist.

The AGM saw the election of the 

new Trustees, Ian Lewis and Trevor 

Lambourne and the re-election of 

Debbie Bamford and myself. Both Debbie 

and I had completed three years as 

trustees and were eligible for a further 

three years in this role, if re-elected.

Members were provided with 

information about the backgrounds and 

key skills that these candidates would 

bring to the Board. As there were only 

four people seeking election to the four 

vacancies the AGM simply ratified these 

appointments.

Your Board is composed of individuals 

with a good cross-section of skills and 

experience in the colour making, using 

and education fields. Some members 

have extensive experience of charity 

work and all have been or will be trained 

in charity finance and governance.

The Board’s first meeting is held as 

soon after the AGM as possible. This is 

essential as the appointment of a Chair 

and Vice-Chair is an annual requirement 

under our rules. At the short, but formal, 

meeting held on 20th May the Board 

elected myself as its Chair and Mr 

Derek Heywood as Vice Chair. No other 

business was transacted.

The new SDC year starts and sees 

welcome continuity in the staff and 

Honorary Officers giving the Board 

the stability to continue to support 

the focus on Lifelong Learning which 

underpins the staff’s three year 

Development Plan 2017.

The first full Board meeting was 

held at the end of June. We were able 

to consider and accept the terms of 

reference of all of the operational 

committees who have the expertise to 

maintain and develop the SDC’s global 

leadership in their areas of responsibility 

(eg Colour Index (Pigments), Education, 

Standards, Colour Committee, 

Publications and Finance Committee). 

The Board welcomes the regular updates 

it receives from the Chairs and staff 

representatives of these committees. 

Only by having an overview of these key 

aspects of the work of these committees 

can the Board be aware of the resources 

needed and how these committees 

contribute to the SDC’s global mission.

The Board also embraces the 

requirements of the charity as informed 

by the Charity Commission and any 

training and expert advice received. 

Our Chief Executive regularly addresses 

any gaps in our policies and procedures 

to ensure that we have proper 

employment policies in place. The Board 

received over a dozen such policies to 

note and consider for further refinement 

and dynamic updating.

Keeping to the Lifelong Learning 

theme the Board was updated on the 

progress being made with the revisions 

of the ASDC modules and development 

of our Virtual Learning Environment 

which will not only be a versatile and 

user friendly platform for our learners 

but also, in time, for others wanting 

specific tailored training.

Our progress rate on this historic 

task has been enabled by significant 

donations and the Board will offer to 

give feedback to these sponsors as we 

approach the launch date for the first 

ASDC module.

Updates on finance matters were 

given by the Honorary Treasurer 

including details of urgent capital 

expenditure requirements which could 

not have been budgeted for. The half year 

report will be available in late July and 

will be circulated to all Board members 

as soon as the data is processed.

This was as hard working a meeting 

for the Board as I can remember but it 

was helped greatly by the advanced 

circulation of informative papers.

In receiving the draft minutes of 

the 2017 AGM we were reminded of 

just how successful the events in York 

had been. The Board unanimously 

asked that the staff be thanked for all 

the planning and hard work that they 

had put in and for their skilled and 

enthusiastic promotion of the aspects of 

Lifelong Learning delivered to the many 

representatives of all of our worldwide 

regions who attended the special 

International Day.

Geoff Rudkin CCol FSDC

Chair of the Trustee Board

chair@sdc.org.uk

U
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Members 
Remembered
It is with much sadness that we 

remember Vipinchandra V Dave, 

Frederick Thomas Higgins, and 

Alfred Peter Lockett who passed 

away recently.

New Members
Welcome to the following new 

Voting Members to the end of June:

• Marina Bloj, Professor of Visual 

Perception, School of Optometry, 

University of Bradford, UK

• Basto Wing Hung Wong, Technical 

Key Account Manager – Asia 

Pacific, Datacolor Asia Pacific 

(HK) Limited

Please visit the members’ area of the 

website for a list of all new members.

SDC Trustee Board: Debbie Bamford, John Morris, Geoff Rudkin, Ian Lewis, Anjani Prasad, Paul 
Hamilton, Trevor Lambourne, Derek Heywood

mailto:chair@sdc.org.uk
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on Day of Celebration

SDC’s annual Day of Celebration took 

place on 19th May at the Merchant 

Adventurers’ Hall in York, UK. We 

welcomed around 200 members and 

guests from around the world. The day 

included the AGM, Awards Ceremony, 

keynote presentations, President’s 

reception and Celebration Dinner. It 

also included the appointment of the 

new President and President-elect.

AGM
The day started with the Annual General 

Meeting. Minutes from the meeting will 

be available shortly in the members’ 

area of the website.

During the AGM a number of 

individuals were ratified as members of 

the SDC Board of Trustees:

• Susan Debra Bamford

• Trevor Lambourne

• Ian John Lewis

• Geoffrey Dennis Rudkin CCol FSDC

Both Debbie Bamford and Geoff 

Rudkin have been re-elected to the 

Board of Trustees. Trevor Lambourne 

and Ian Lewis are new, although Trevor 

was co-opted to the Board in 2016. We 

are pleased to profile them below.

Ian Lewis
Ian outlined his career and experience: 

“My working career in textiles started 

in 1987 when a chance application for 

what was advertised as a laboratory 

technician turned out to be a trainee 

dyer position, and I was in!

Dyeing, or should I say textiles, gets 

into your blood and I was (looking back) 

fortunate to attend Bradford and Ilkley 

Community College where I gained my 

ONC and HNC in textile coloration. 

After several moves I took up a role with 

J H Walkers as a Technical Shift Dyer 

and a promotion followed to Dyehouse 

Manager, a position I had always aspired 

to.

It was at J H Walkers that I was 

entered into the SDC Young Colourist 

of the Year. My entry focused on my 

involvement with establishing a new 

dyehouse laboratory and development 

of new fabrics, and I was especially 

proud to win this prestigious award.

I am currently Managing Director at 

Advanced Colours and Chemicals Ltd. I 

look forward to serving on the board of 

the SDC, a new challenge.”

Trevor Lambourne
Trevor explained: “I’m currently 

employed at the University of Leeds 

in roles as Commercial Manager in 

the Centre of Industrial Collaboration 

within the Colour Science department 

and also in the MAPS faculty as the 

Research and Innovation Development 

Manager. Previous experience in the 

coloration industry amounts to over 30 

years in the graphic industries, working 

across markets on the development and 

commercialisation of various innovative 

technologies. Initially this was with 

Vickers, and then with the DuPont and 

Agfa graphic businesses.

I achieved the Dupont Marketing 

Excellence Award in 1996, in 

recognition for the development 

and successful commercialisation of 

computer to plate technology, heralding 

the demise of silver halide film as 

an imaging medium. This was a very 

significant step change for the graphic 

arts industry moving to digital output, 

followed in later years by inkjet. Now 

I see the digital world moving into 

textiles in a similar disruptive manor.

I’m also active as a Non-Executive 

Board member of the CDi Yorkshire 

management team, part of the British 

Printing Industry Federation, which 

represents the regions considerable 

creative digital industries, whilst also 

representing the university on the 

Institute of Physics printing committee.”

We would like to thank Professor 

Long Lin and Sean McCaffrey CCol FSDC, 

our retiring trustees.

At the first meeting of the new 

Board, Geoff Rudkin was re-elected 

as the Chair, and Derek Heywood was 

elected as the Vice-chair.

Ian Lewis

Trevor Lambourne
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Audit Committee
David Barton and Stuart Wilkinson have 

joined Audit Committee for three year 

terms. We would like to thank Peter 

Duffield who has retired from Audit 

Committee following the AGM.

Nominations Committee
Peter Duffield has joined Nominations 

Committee for a four year term. 

We would like to thank Dr Kuanjun 

Fang CCol FSDC who retired from 

Nominations Committee following the 

AGM.

A reminder that a list of members on 

all SDC committees can be viewed on 

the website at any time.

No nominations were received for 

the position of Honorary Treasurer. The 

Board invited John Hansford CCol FSDC 

to fill the vacancy for a further year and 

were delighted that he accepted.

New President of SDC: Professor 
Philip Yeung Kwok-wing
During the AGM Professor Philip Yeung 

Kwok-wing was inaugurated as the new 

President.

Professor Yeung celebrates 50 years 

of membership of the SDC in 2017 and 

he is an active member of SDC’s Hong 

Kong region. He gained his ASDC in 

1972, FSDC in 1998 and was awarded 

a Silver Medal in 1993, a Gold Medal in 

2011 and Honorary Membership in 2012. 

The Hong Kong region was established 

in 1972 and has the highest number of 

Chartered Colourists outside the UK.

Prof. Yeung graduated from 

the Hong Kong Technical College, 

the predecessor of The Hong Kong 

Polytechnic University (PolyU), with a 

Higher Diploma in Dyeing, Printing and 

Finishing in 1968. After obtaining his 

Associateship of the SDC in 1972, Prof. 

Yeung embarked on his teaching career 

at his alma mater. On the strength 

of his Associateship, he took a study 

break for a research programme at 

the Queen’s University of Belfast and 

obtained his PhD degree in 1978. With 

his outstanding performance, Prof. 

Yeung became Professor and Head of 

the Institute of Textiles and Clothing in 

1995 and as the Vice President of PolyU 

in 2000, responsible for its academic 

planning and development. He is 

currently the Executive Director of the 

Clothing Industry Training Authority in 

Hong Kong.

Looking back, Prof. Yeung always 

regards the award of Voting 

Membership of the SDC a major stepping 

stone for him to pave the way of his 

successful career. The qualification of 

ASDC enabled him to start his teaching 

career in PolyU and the opportunity to 

study for his PhD under the supervision 

of Prof. R S Asquith to further expand 

his horizons in seeking knowledge for 

the benefit of both students and the 

coloration industry.

Prof. Yeung is most honoured to 

have been elected as President at the 

time of his 50th year of membership. 

He commented that he will “take pride 

in discharging his duty as President 

and hopes to contribute more on the 

industry-profession partnership at a 

time that more pressures are exerted 

in the coloration industry in terms of 

environmental, health and safety issues. 

With the wealth of knowledge of our 

members, I am confident that we can 

play a more substantial role in providing 

education and professional advice on 

such issues in future.”

To contact Professor Yeung please 

email: president@sdc.org.uk.

Our thanks go to Trevor Larkins who 

has now stepped down as President.

President-elect
Also during the AGM, Stephen 

Westland, Professor of Colour Science at 

the University of Leeds was proposed as 

SDC’s new President-elect.

Stephen Westland obtained his 

BSc and PhD from the University of 

Leeds in the 1980s before working 

for Courtaulds Research as a Colour 

Physicist. He then held academic posts 

at the universities of Keele and Derby 

before being appointed as Professor of 

Colour Science and Technology in 2003 

at the University of Leeds in the School 

of Design. During his time at Leeds he 

has held several management positions 

including Head of School of Design 

(2006–2013) and Acting Faculty Dean 

(2013). He has published over 150 peer-

reviewed book chapters, journal papers 

and conference proceedings in the areas 

of colour measurement, colour imaging 

and colour design.

Prof. Westland commented: “I have 

been involved with the SDC for almost 

as long as I have been interested in 

colour (which is a very long time). 

As an undergraduate student in the 

Department of Colour Chemistry at the 

University of Leeds in the early 1980s I 

was Secretary and Treasurer of the Leeds 

Student Section of the SDC. I have been 

a member of the Colour Measurement 

Committee of the SDC since the 1990s 

and have always seen the Society as 

the primary vehicle for networking and 

collaborating with other professionals 

interested in colour, particularly in 

the UK. I have also been fortunate to 

serve for many years as a reviewer 

for the Society’s journal Coloration 

Technology and I am also a member 

of the Publications Committee. I also 

served for a short spell as a Trustee of 

the Society. It is a huge honour for me to 

be appointed as President-Elect. When 

I first joined the Society in the early 

1980s I certainly never imagined that 

I would ever achieve such a position. I 

remember, as a student, looking at the 

gold-engraved names of past presidents 

in the Society’s Council Chamber and I 

would have been astonished had I been 

told then that my name would one 

day be added to that list of illustrious 

experts and practitioners in colour. 

I will do my best during my term of 

appointment to support the Society in 

Professor Philip 
Yeung Kwok-wing

Professor Stephen Westland

mailto:president@sdc.org.uk
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its mission to educate the world in the 

science of colour.”

Awards Ceremony
Following lunch, the awards ceremony 

took place. This is SDC’s annual 

presentation of diplomas, medals and 

awards. Medal nominees were listed in 

issue one of The Colourist, and award 

recipients were listed in the last issue. 

We welcomed recipients from around 

the world to receive their awards.

In addition, we welcomed six 50 year 

members including John Durrans who 

made the journey from South Africa.

Our keynote speakers were Mark 

Sumner, Lecturer in Sustainability, Retail 

and Textiles at the School of Design, 

University of Leeds and Phil Patterson, 

Colour Connections Textile Consultancy. 

Both speakers focused on the circular 

economy, giving excellent and well 

received presentations that sparked a 

lively debate.

Mark’s presentation was titled 

‘Reinventing Natural Cycles’. He looked 

at what the circular economy is and how 

we can remodel humankind’s activities 

to create the circular models that 

reflect nature’s approach to material 

management. He talked about some of 

the opportunities and limitations of the 

circular economy for the textile industry.

Phil’s presentation was titled ‘Going 

Round in Circles – the Challenges for 

the Dyeing Industry’. Phil said there is 

much talk about the need for textiles to 

move to the so-called circular economy 

and he argued that circularity in wet 

processing is impossible but that the 

dyeing industry can, and must, do an 

enormous amount to clean up its act 

and prepare for the future. He said the 

industry needs to tackle a few hard 

truths head on and maybe even make 

dramatic, altruistic changes for the good 

of future generations.

Our thanks to both speakers and to 

Professor Martin Bide for chairing the 

speaker session.

In the evening we were joined by 

160 guests for the President’s Reception 

and Celebration Dinner. It was also 

an honour to welcome both the Lord 

Mayor and the Sheriff of York.

After dinner Rembert Truesdale, the 

President of AATCC, presented Honorary 

Membership of AATCC to Philip Yeung, 

the President of SDC.

There was also a special presentation 

by Graham Clayton, on behalf of the 

SDC, to Jack Daniels. Jack has been 

executive vice president of AATCC since 

1996 and has worked closely with SDC 

over many years. He will be retiring 

from AATCC in early 2018. We wish him 

well in his retirement.

The evening culminated in the 

announcement of the winner of the UK 

final of the SDC International Design 

Competition 2017. Congratulations to 

Rosie Moorman from the University of 

Loughborough, who goes forward to the 

grand final in Sri Lanka in November.

Our thanks go to John Morris who 

was an excellent Master of Ceremonies 

in the evening.

Please visit the website to see a full 

gallery of images from the event.

Day of Celebration 2018
Save the date!

We are pleased to announce that next 

year’s Day of Celebration will take place 

on Friday 27th April at the Merchant 

Adventurers’ Hall in York. Booking will 

open shortly.

International Day
Prior to the Day of Celebration SDC 

organised an International Day, 

attended by trustees, Honorary 

Officers and representatives from 

SDC regions around the world. SDC 

staff gave an update on SDC’s Lifelong 

Colour Education Pathway focusing on 

progress over the last year and plans 

going forward. The day was a great 

opportunity for networking and for the 

regions to input their ideas.

Overseas recipients included Subhash Bhargava, Jae-Hong Choi, and Lawrence Leung

Overseas recipients included Chi-Wai Kan, Riikka Raisanen, Ram Sabnis

UK recipients included Graham Storrie, Graham Alcock, Laura Franklin

Mark Sumner

Phil Patterson
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Sri Lanka Conference
Grand Final of the International Design Competition 2017

SDC’s links with Sri Lanka go back 

many years, with a number of 

international conferences and Days 

of Colour taking place. Earlier this 

year we held a one day international 

summit on textile coloration in 

Colombo which was attended by over 

90 people from five countries.

With a growing number of members 

based in Sri Lanka we plan to re-launch 

the region. We are now organising a 

half day conference titled ‘Design for a 

Circular Economy’, which takes place 

at the Hilton Colombo Residences on 

22nd November. The conference will 

be chaired by SDC’s President Professor 

Kwok-wing Philip Yeung.

‘The circular economy is an 

alternative system in which products 

and materials are kept in a high-value 

state of use for as long as possible’.

Todays’ linear ‘take, make, dispose’ 

economic model relies on large 

quantities of cheap, easily accessible 

materials and energy and is a model that 

is reaching its physical limits. A circular 

economy is an attractive and viable 

alternative with huge benefits for the 

environment. Design of a closed loop 

product require innovative thinking and 

working methods. Areas important for 

economically successful circular design 

include:

•	 Careful material selection. This 

includes the dyes, chemicals, 

materials and processes used to 

commercially produce the product.

•	 Designed-to-last products. This 

includes the care of the product 

during its lifetime.

•	 End of life separation or reuse of 

products and materials.

•	 Design for manufacturing criteria 

that take into account possible 

useful applications of by-products 

and wastes.

There is an opportunity to re-think 

and re-design the way we make things. 

This event will look at some of the 

challenges and opportunities we need 

to consider.

The event also hosts the grand 

final of the SDC International Design 

Competition 2017 and so will be a 

truly international occasion, with the 

finalists, tutors and guests from 14 

countries present.

The conference costs £35.00 for non-

members and £25.00 for members, with 

student places available at  

£5.00. Group discounts are available. 

The cost includes dinner and 

refreshments.

So if you will be in Sri Lanka in 

November, come and join us for 

some great networking and for what 

promises to be an excellent event! 

Members of SDC are also invited 

to join us for an exclusive lunch and 

members’ meeting prior to the start of 

the conference.

Further details including online 

booking is available via the website, or 

email: marketing@sdc.org.uk.

With thanks to our sponsors: 

Colorant Limited and Archroma.

Applications invited to the Turner-
Scholefield Award
Did you become or do you know someone who has become an LSDC or ASDC 

less than 10 years ago? Have you or the person you know done something 

special during that time that you believe is notable or meritorious? If yes, then 

we want to hear from you with further details.

EQAB will assess all submissions, and on offer to the successful applicant is a 

£500 cash prize. The wording of the award is as follows:

“The award of £500.00 to be given to a member of the Society who shall have 

no more than ten years of relevant experience since first obtaining a Society 

qualification (LSDC or ASDC) and who shall be deemed by the Society to have 

made notable and meritorious contributions to the science and technology of 

colouring matters and their application and this award shall be associated with 

the name of Fred Scholefield”

Submissions must arrive by 15th January 2018 and the award will be made, 

if any submissions are thought to be worthy, at the Day of Celebration in April 

2018.

Please contact edu@sdc.org.uk for further information or visit the 

website, which includes a link to the application form (sdc.org.uk/education/

qualifications/).

mailto:marketing@sdc.org.uk
mailto:edu@sdc.org.uk
http://sdc.org.uk/education/
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Competition 2018
Competition theme: Colour Communication
Competition sponsor: Archroma

We are pleased to announce the 

launch of the SDC International Design 

Competition 2018. This is SDC’s annual 

flagship competition, engaging with 

hundreds of students, universities and 

designers globally. The competition 

helps the entrants develop their 

understanding of colour and the 

challenges around sustainability in the 

textile supply chain. The theme for 

2018 is ‘colour communication’.

We are also delighted to announce 

that Archroma is the new major sponsor 

for the 2018 competition. The links to 

The Color Atlas by Archroma® are key 

to both the competition theme and the 

accompanying educational package.

Colour Communication
With a global textile supply chain, 

communication can stretch over 

different continents and languages so 

using the right tools is key. Colour plays 

an important part in this process and 

being able to communicate this colour 

through the supply chain efficiently and 

effectively is vital. It impacts on where 

and how the colour is applied and 

ultimately on the environmental impact 

of the design.

Selecting colours from the Color 

Atlas by Archroma® streamlines 

communication by having engineered 

colour standards and related technical 

information readily available to 

everyone in the supply chain. Using 

these colours also provides the 

best opportunity to minimise the 

environmental impact during the 

dyeing/printing process by ensuring 

that the dyes conform to many of the 

environmental standards that exist 

and are applied using best practice. 

Ultimately this provides the designer 

with the knowledge that their product 

is commercially suitable from the initial 

concept stages through to final product.

Color Atlas
The Color Atlas by Archroma® was 

created to easily bring colour creativity 

and manageability to an entire new 

level for stylists and designers, brands 

and retailers, and their suppliers.

The Color Atlas by Archroma® is a 

system that includes:

• A “physical library” consisting of 

over 4300 colours, in 6 volumes. 

The new accordion-fold design of 

the library volumes is an innovative 

step away from traditional three-

ring binders, for quick and intuitive 

browsing of the cotton poplin 

samples.

• A mobile-friendly Color Atlas Online 

with exciting features such as 

“colour-on-the-go” which allows 

you to capture an image using your 

smart phone, and identify the closest 

Color Atlas shades.

• Engineered Colour Standards 

connected to robust online technical 

databases via mobile communication 

technology.

About the SDC International 
Design Competition
The SDC International Design 

Competition was first launched in 2002. 

It is open to undergraduate fashion and 

textile design students in 16 countries 

including Australia, China, India, Hong 

Kong, Singapore, South Africa, the 

United States and the UK. The focus for 

the competition is colour, with entrants 

challenged to ‘demonstrate the creative, 

imaginative, technical and original use 

of colour in either fashion or textiles’. 

Supply chain transparency and issues 

around sustainability are key to the 

brief.

The competition has acted as a 

launchpad into industry for some of 

the previous winners and entrants. 

The competition is accompanied by 

educational resources including videos 

and a workshop, which feed directly 

into SDC’s educational pathway for 

designers. The grand final of the 

competition will take place in late 2018.

If you have any queries, please 

email: marketing@sdc.org.uk or visit 

the website for further details and to 

download the competition brief.

For information about Archroma 

please visit: www.archroma.com. For 

information about the Color Atlas 

by Archroma® please visit: www.

colormanagement.archroma.com

C O L O R  M A N A G E M E N T

mailto:marketing@sdc.org.uk
http://www.archroma.com/
http://colormanagement.archroma.com/
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SDC visits Buckingham 
Palace

Garden parties have been held at 

Buckingham Palace since the 1860s. 

Every year the Queen hosts three 

parties in the Palace as a way to 

recognise and reward public service.

Every two years or so the SDC 

receives, by way of it being a Royal 

Chartered body, a letter requesting two 

nominated people to represent the SDC 

at a Royal garden party at Buckingham 

Palace, along with their partners. 

SDC’s Royal Charter ensures that our 

qualifications and the colour education 

we provide is unique in the world. SDC 

is honoured and privileged to receive 

these invitations. There are certain 

stipulations around the invitation, such 

as not having attended a Buckingham 

Palace garden party previously and 

the primary named individuals must be 

British nationals.

On the last occasion the SDC CEO, 

Graham Clayton, accompanied the then 

SDC President, Richard Straughan to the 

event. On this occasion the Honorary 

Treasurer, John Hansford, and then 

SDC President (at time of nomination), 

Trevor Larkins, attended, since they 

satisfied the Palace stipulations and the 

nominations were graciously accepted.

Once inside a garden party around 

27,000 cups of tea are served, along 

with 20,000 sandwiches and 20,000 

slices of cakes. On this occasion the 

Queen was joined by the Duke of 

Edinburgh, the Prince of Wales, Duchess 

of Cornwall and Princess Eugenie.

The attendees cover a great many 

individuals, numbering some 7,000 each 

time. They are drawn from many walks 

of life but include other Royal Chartered 

bodies, the military and public servants.

The Queen and The Duke of 

Edinburgh and the other members of 

the Royal family spoke to a broad range 

of people from all walks of life, all of 

whom have made a positive impact on 

their community.

New company and college members
School of Optometry at Bradford University, UK
We are working with Professor Marina Bloj, Professor of Visual Perception 

at the School of Optometry at Bradford University on the new colour vision 

module of the ASDC. As part of our partnership, we are pleased to welcome 

the school into college membership. The university teaches a range of 

optometry and vision science courses as well as being actively involved in 

research.

Plymouth College of Art, UK
SDC has had close links with new college member Plymouth College of Art for 

a number of years as a result of the International Design Competition, and they 

hosted the 2016 West of England and South Wales heat of the IDC. Plymouth 

College of Art is an independent specialist art college founded in 1856. They 

offer a strong portfolio of pre-degree, undergraduate and postgraduate 

education including Masters and BA (Hons) degrees and Extended and 

Foundation Diplomas. They also offer a wealth of short courses, masterclasses 

and bespoke services for creative business, have been awarded HEI status, 

are a Founding Associate of Tate Exchange and founded Plymouth School of 

Creative Arts. Please visit: http://www.plymouthart.ac.uk/Trevor and Janet Larkins, 
John and Irene Hansford

http://www.plymouthart.ac.uk/
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Colour Education 
Pathway
By Andrew Filarowski, Technical Director

SDC is embarking on an exciting 

development in its qualifications.

The SDC’s ASDC qualification is 

recognised worldwide and has been 

offered since 1954. Over the past 

year the Education Qualifications 

and Accreditation Board (EQAB) has 

been reviewing the ‘qualification by 

examination’ route and the following 

developments have been implemented.

From 9th October 2017 the ASDC 

courses will be available on a Virtual 

Learning Environment (VLE) and 

taught directly from the SDC.

The development of the ASDC 

tuition and examinations has run 

parallel to a full review of the courses 

offered towards the qualification, 

content of those courses and the time 

frames in which students will take the 

qualification. We feel that by offering 

the courses through a VLE the needs of a 

global industry requiring a professional 

standard of qualification worldwide can 

be met.

Through the VLE we are offering a 

four year course, available globally, 

incorporating lectures, lecture notes, 

and publications to students wishing 

to take our examinations. All students 

wanting to go down the ASDC 

examination route will from now on be 

required to take the prescribed course 

offered through the VLE.

The course structure going forward is 

as outlined below.

ASDC is obtained by passing 

examinations in all subjects required 

making up a total of 360 points and 

Core courses Points Start date Exam

Year 1 Colour Physics 60 October 2017 May 2018

Year 2 Chemistry of Colorants and Auxiliary Chemicals 60 October 2018 May 2019

Year 3 Fibre Chemistry 60 October 2019 May 2020

Year 4 Dyeing Theory 60 October 2020 May 2021

Plus one from:

Year 2 Dyeing of Natural Fibres 60 October 2018 May 2019

Year 3 Dyeing of Synthetic Fibres 60 October 2019 May 2020

Year 4 Textile Printing 60 October 2020 May 2021

Plus two from:

Year 2 Fibre Preparation Processes 30 October 2018 May 2019

Year 3 Chemical and Mechanical Finishing 30 October 2019 May 2020

Year 4 Dyeing Machinery 30 October 2020 May 2021



11
Issue 3 | 2017

Lifelong C
olour Education Pathw

ay
being a voting member of the SDC 

with relevant industrial experience as 

outlined in the rules.

Licentiateship (LSDC) is obtained by 

achieving passes in courses that make 

up 180 points.

Students worldwide will be taking 

the course and examinations at the 

same time with the various years being 

run only incorporating the courses 

highlighted for that year and have the 

opportunity to create a network which 

reflects the global textile industry. 

Further details are available in the ASDC 

prospectus 2017 on the website where 

prospective students can also submit 

their application.

Colour Physics, the first course 

being run is split into 10 separate 

lessons which are then split further into 

manageable topics. Lesson titles are:

Lesson 1 The Nature of Light

Lesson 2 The Mechanism of Human 

Colour Vision

Lesson 3 Illuminants

Lesson 4 Colour Order Systems

Lesson 5 Colorimetry and Colour 

Specification Systems

Lesson 6 Colour Difference

Lesson 7 The Nature of Light

Lesson 8 Colour Measurement 

Instruments

Lesson 9 Application of Colour 

Measurement Instruments

Lesson 10 Colour Communication

This will provide students with 

the necessary detail to be able to 

understand in depth how we perceive 

colour and be able to take this 

information into the workplace to better 

understand the process of measuring 

and communicating colour. Lecturers 

from Leeds University, School of Design 

and Bradford University, School of 

Optometry will deliver the lectures and 

provide guidance to students in their 

educational pathway through the topic. 

To complement this, sections of the 

world renowned book Colour Physics 

for Industry will be available as well as 

articles from Coloration Technology to 

broaden the mind and allow students 

to delve deeply into the subject in 

preparation for the final examinations. 

After each topic a series of questions 

will test the retained knowledge as part 

of the learning process.

We believe this offers a unique 

opportunity to individuals, companies 

and the global coloration industry 

to recognise a unified qualification 

available globally which no one but the 

SDC can provide.

Running parallel with this 

development the ASDC was 

benchmarked in November 2016 

by NARIC, the National Recognition 

Information Centre for the United 

Kingdom. This is the national agency 

responsible for providing information 

and expert opinion on qualifications and 

skills worldwide. The final report stated:

“A thorough evaluation and 

comparison of the subject knowledge, 

understanding and skills the ASDC 

examination route assess against a 

range of national education standards 

and reference points in the UK education 

system finds areas of comparability to 

Level 6 of the Framework for Higher 

Education Qualifications (FHEQ). 

FHEQ Level 6 is the framework level 

describing the outcomes and attributes 

for undergraduate degree programmes, 

among other qualifications.”

Register your interest now!
We are now open for registration. 

There is further information on the 

website (https://sdc.org.uk/education/

qualifications/). To register your 

interest in the ASDC, please contact: 

edu@sdc.org.uk.

This unique VLE has been funded by 

the Worshipful Company of Dyers and 

The Cotton Industry War Memorial Trust 

Fund.

FTCC and TCC
“Having had no formal training in colour my colleague suggested that I try the 

TCC course. I am now confident in dyeing and colour and able to educate the 

production guys in this.” – Stuart Burgin, TCC student, Forbo Flooring Ltd

The Foundation Textile Coloration Certificate (FTCC) and Textile Coloration 

Certificate (TCC) have been a great success for the UK coloration industry over 

the last five years and the chance for overseas companies and individuals to 

be part of this educational pathway is now being opened up.

FTCC and TCC reveal the fundamental processes and scientific principles 

behind the coloration of textiles. Learners from diverse educational and 

experiential levels can begin this course and leave with the knowledge and 

understanding to develop their dyeing skills.

Depending on the entry qualifications of the candidate, the course will 

either be two or three years in duration and provides the perfect stepping 

stone to the Associateship (ASDC) of the SDC, which is equivalent to a UK 

Honours degree.

Delivered through GoToTraining these live online lectures allow interaction 

with the tutor and between the students, which the students find of great 

benefit. This allows the course to be delivered globally and discussions are 

ongoing both with companies and partners in the US and in India who want to 

invest in their young people.

If you feel you have a need to invest in your employees and reap the 

benefits in future years of a well-educated workforce but cannot provide the 

time for them to undertake a full time course then this is designed for you and 

for the young people you employ.

Register your interest now!
Contact us for further information on edu@sdc.org.uk and be prepared for the 

next course starting in March 2018.

https://sdc.org.uk/education/
mailto:edu@sdc.org.uk
mailto:edu@sdc.org.uk
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SDC’s commitment to inspiring children 

and families to learn about all aspects 

of colour science through public 

engagement at festivals has moved 

up to a new level in 2017. Through our 

Colour Experience programme, we 

are building relationships and forging 

key partnerships year after year, to 

position ourselves as a valued member 

of the science communication sector.

Cheltenham Science Festival
“I’m an avid fan of Cheltenham Science 

Festival. It is, without doubt, the 

premier science festival in the country 

because it is supported by pretty much 

everyone who cares about promoting 

science in Britain” – Professor Brian Cox

The SDC Colour Experience team 

have been dreaming of being part of 

the Cheltenham Science Festival for a 

number of years. The team were thrilled 

to be invited to take part, as Cheltenham 

is considered to be the pinnacle of the 

Science Festival calendar in the UK. This 

year marked the 15th Anniversary of the 

Cheltenham Science Festival and 41,300 

tickets were issued for their events. It 

is the blueprint that all other science 

festivals model themselves on because 

of their innovative approach to schools 

and public engagement with science.

In one day, the Colour Experience 

team delivered seven hours of natural 

and synthetic dye experiments in 

their Science for Schools and adult 

festival programme with our Colourful 

Chemistry workshop. Sharron Pearson, 

Education Manager for Cheltenham 

Festivals said, “It was a delight to 

welcome the Society of Dyers and 

Colourists to this year’s Science Festival. 

Over the day they inspired over a 

hundred pupils in their interactive and 

colourful workshop and ran a Home 

Educator session too to round off their 

visit. Huge thanks from everyone at 

our end, we really enjoyed having 

you as part of our Science for Schools 

programme!”

Plans are already underway with 

festival organisers for how the Colour 

Experience team can support the 

Cheltenham Science Festival in 2018.

Bradford Science Festival
SDC has been working in partnership 

with the National Science and Media 

Museum (NSMM) as part of the STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Maths) Network in the local region. At 

the core of the network is the ethos 

that together we can inspire future 

generations through engaging events, 

collaborative working and sharing 

6–11 June 2017

Book online: 
cheltenhamfestivals.com/
scienceforschools

PRIMARY  
SCHOOLS 

http://cheltenhamfestivals.com/
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ideas. Through the network, SDC has 

supported NSMM to revitalise the 

Bradford Science Festival – a community 

event that makes science exciting 

for everyone with interactive demos, 

experiments, shows and performances 

across public spaces in the city.

Over the two day Bradford Science 

Festival, the Colour Experience team 

interacted with over 1,400 children 

and adults who were mesmerised by 

the halochromism of turmeric. The 

team were also delighted to see SDC 

member, Kenneth Barras CCol ASDC 

at the festival and we’d love to see 

more of you at our public events. The 

atmosphere and attendance at the 

re-launched Bradford Science Festival 

over the two days surpassed all our 

expectations and provides a superb 

platform to build upon over the coming 

years.

Deershed Festival
In July, the Colour Experience went on 

a whole new adventure at Deershed 

Festival; pitching up their tents 

and camper van in the picturesque 

countryside of North Yorkshire for 

four days. Deershed is a family-

friendly festival offering a fusion of 

music, science, arts, sports, comedy 

and literature for all ages. SDC staff 

(Cat Blackwell, Karen Hand, Shelley 

Hollingdrake and Lisa Roberts) took 

up residence in the Science Tent 

making turmeric dyed festival flags 

using colour chemistry with children 

and their parents in mini workshops. 

It was marvellous seeing the flags 

festooned across the entire festival site 

everywhere you went.

Malcolm the Weaver reaches Ethiopia

Written by SDC member Malcolm 

Campbell, the Malcolm the Weaver 

books introduce children to colour 

and textiles. The project has had 

a busy few months. The books 

have been kindly sponsored by 

organisations including The Cotton 

Industry War Memorial Trust, 

Coates Foundation, PLC, VP PLC and 

Hainsworths. This has seen over 1,000 

books going directly to schools.

Late last year we launched the 

Children’s Cool Colouring Challenge, 

a colouring competition for children. 

We were delighted that an entry from 

an Ethiopian school was one of the 

successful 

entries, 

winning a 

signed copy 

of Weaver 

of a Life in 

Colour. Tigist 

Teshome aged 

7 of Eschol 

Academy 

Primary School can be seen with her 

classmates holding her prize book.

As the SDC delivers colour 

education around the world, it’s 

a pleasure to be involved with 

developing countries like Ethiopia, 

teaching children the science of 

colour.

For the full story on the Malcolm 

the Weaver project in Ethiopia, please 

visit our blog http://colour.sdc.org.uk.

Cheltenham
Science Festival

Children
126

TOTAL 212

Adults
86

Bradford
Science Festival

Children
749

Adults
723

TOTAL 1,472

Deershed
Festival

TOTAL 700

Children
430

Adults
270

http://colour.sdc.org.uk/
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Textile Colour Management
A workshop focused on textile colour 

management was held for a multi-

national trading company. Over 50 

employees from the company in 

Hong Kong attended, or took part via 

webcast from the Shanghai office. The 

audience members were working in 

the merchandising, design and product 

development fields for garments and 

home textiles.

In the one-hour seminar, the 

following topics were covered:

• Introduction of colour spaces and 

common use

• Digital profiling for monitor and 

other devices

• Digital application of virtual colour in 

the textile industry

The first guest speaker, Basto 

Wong, the Technical Key Account 

Manager from an international colour 

management solutions provider 

shared his practical experience 

in managing textile colour from a 

sourcing office and global supply chain 

operation perspective. The audience 

was introduced to the advanced 

colour management technology and 

application in managing reflectance 

data from the colour development stage 

to the production stage.

Another guest speaker, Joey Pong, 

Regional Manager of Imaging Colour 

Solution from the same company 

shared his expertise in photography 

and imaging technology. Joey presented 

the importance of profiling the colour 

space between devices and shared the 

latest technology and application in the 

market.

With the positive feedback received 

from the audience, SDC Hong Kong 

will continue to arrange special topic 

seminars for interested local sourcing 

and buying offices to promote the 

sustainability of the textile and clothing 

industry.

Colour Management Training
SDC HK successfully delivered a three 

day colour management programme 

in June. The participants came from 

a range of organisations including 

a sewing thread manufacturer, an 

in-house textile laboratory and a 

school uniform manufacturer. All the 

candidates met the written examination 

and visual assessment requirements 

and have achieved the SDC Colour 

Management Certificate.

In addition, Brian Choi and William 

Wong have both been trained to deliver 

the programme in Hong Kong in the 

future.

Date for your diary
The SDC Hong Kong AGM plus hugely 

popular annual seminar and dinner 

will take place on Friday 1st December 

(please note the change of date!). The 

seminar will take place at CITA (Clothing 

Industry Training Authority). For further 

details please email: calvinlam901@

yahoo.com.hk.

SDC EC update
12th International Conference
Smart Solutions in Processing… Profitability the Key!
SDC EC’s 12th International Conference takes place on 16th September in Mumbai. 

Globally the demand for sustainable processing is increasing. The Indian coloration 

industry has been facing challenges that need to be addressed including stringent 

pollution norms, fluctuating prices for raw materials, increasing production costs, 

inflation and the increasing demand for quality products at competitive prices. 

The recent demonetisation and the effect of GST also provide challenges. The 

conference will also look at the impact of digital transformation on coloration 

technology, plus innovation and developments in the coloration industry with 

both textile and non-textile applications. Sessions include:

Session 1: Advances in Coloration Technology

Including presentations on nanotechnology, ink jet printing and the impact of the 

digital transformation on coloration technology.

Session 2: Legislation and sustainability

Session 3: Textile coloration – end uses

Including presentations on denim, home furnishings and the automotive industry.

For further details and to reserve your place, please contact: sdc@sdc.org.in.

Young Talent Search 2018
8th National Student Competition

Entries are invited for SDC EC’s Young 

Talent Search competition. The theme 

is ‘Best from Waste’. As consumerism 

is on the rise, so is the waste being 

generated by users and industry. 

Research papers are invited which 

make the ‘best from waste’. There are 

separate categories for technical and 

fashion/design students. The research 

must be original and have commercial 

potential. The competition is in the 

form of a paper submission, which 

will be followed by a powerpoint 

presentation for those invited to attend 

the final in Mumbai.

Key dates are as follows:

• 15th October – submissions received

• 1st November – announcement of 

selected papers

• 11th November – final held in 

Mumbai

Check the website for details, or 

email: sdc@sdc.org.in.

Basto Wong

http://yahoo.com.hk/
mailto:sdc@sdc.org.in
mailto:sdc@sdc.org.in
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The Colourist cost per copy: £3.42

Events
16 September
The Club, Andheri, Mumbai, India
SDC EC 12th International Conference: 

Smart Solutions in Processing… 

Profitability the Key!

Contact: sdc@sdc.org.in

27 September
Perkin House, Bradford, UK
SDC North of England Region: Mike 

Crabtree Memorial Lecture

A History of Dyes: from Ancient Egypt to 

Cancer Treatments

Contact: members@sdc.org.uk

22 November
Hilton Residences, Colombo, Sri 
Lanka
Conference: Design for a Circular 

Economy and grand final of the SDC 

International Design Competition 2017

Contact: marketing@sdc.org.uk

1 December
CITA, Hong Kong
SDC Hong Kong: AGM, annual seminar 

and dinner

Contact: calvinlam901@yahoo.com.hk

27 April 2018
Merchant Adventurers’ Hall, York, 
UK
Day of Celebration

Contact: marketing@sdc.org.uk

Back issues of The Colourist are available from the members’ area of the website www.sdc.org.uk

All dates/details correct at time of going 

to press.

2017 Day of Celebration Visit the website for a full gallery of images

D
iary dates

Philip Yeung and 
Rembert Truesdale

Rosie Moorman, 
IDC winner

TCC recipients

James Guthrie John Durrans

Jack Daniels and 
Graham Clayton

mailto:sdc@sdc.org.in
mailto:members@sdc.org.uk
mailto:marketing@sdc.org.uk
mailto:calvinlam901@yahoo.com.hk
mailto:marketing@sdc.org.uk
http://www.sdc.org.uk/
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